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8 A MEANINGFUL PARTNERSHIP
		 AGAINST COVID-19
			 by Krez James G. Cabaylo

The Province of South Cotabato is the first in the country to have
established a COVID-19 Testing Laboratory through the Public-Private
Partnership (PPP) with the Dr. Arturo P. Pingoy Medical Center
(DAPPMC) in Koronadal City.

10 THE EVOLUTION OF A COMMUNITY HOSPITAL
		 INTO A COVID-19 HOSPITAL

		by Clarisse Mae O. Retirado-Jimenez
		
The novel coronavirus has affected people’s health in more ways than
		 one. Like any other country whose health system has been put to the
		 test, the Philippines, with its relatively ill-equipped health system, is
		 expected to be overwhelmed with the surge of COVID-19 cases.

12 SOUTH COTABATO’S FRONTLINE
		HEROES

			 by Melody Joy J. Cosep

		
COVID-19 has affected the life and health of more than a hundred million
		 people across the globe. Even worse, as of this writing, it has claimed
		 more than two (2) million lives worldwide.

16 A GLIMPSE OF THE

		 GOVERNOR’S SOPA

			 by Hydee S. Templonuevo

		
He walked calmly at the podium after the session of the August Body was
		 put into recess. The face of a true statesman in his ecru barong he paraded
		 not only to report the accomplishments of the province under his
		 administration for the past year but also to lay down his clear visions and
		 tangible programs and projects which the people badly need.

18 FAREWELL, FÛ YABING
`			 by Melody Joy J. Cosep

		
National Living Treasure (Manlilikha ng Bayan) Yabing
		 Masalon Dulo was laid to rest on February 10, 2021, at Sitio
		 Amgu-o, Brgy. Landan, Polomolok, South Cotabato.

20 TARA, USAP TAYO!
			 by Jeanly S. Parreño

		
“Will I survive? Everything is a mess, and I could no longer cope with
		 this terrible pain that I am going through.”
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The past year seems like a strange and frightening
dream for all of us. We were focused on bringing
public service to our constituents when we were
greatly hit by the Covid-19 pandemic.

SOUTH COTABATO INFORMANT is
published quarterly by the Provincial
Information Division under the Office of
the Governor with its office located at
the 2nd floor, Capitol Building, Alunan
Avenue, Zone 3, Koronadal City.

For a while, we stopped climbing mountains to reach-out to the
needy, we delayed the building of much-needed infrastructure projects,
we postponed gatherings and planning sessions in adherence to health
protocols.
Our world has stopped and made a 360º turn-around.
We cannot imagine how our lives changed as we face the wrath of
this virus affecting every aspect of our human lives. Who could have
imagined shops will be closed, all sorts of transportations to shut down
and we cannot travel due to border lockdowns? We cannot hug our
loved ones or even visit them. Many went hungry, lost their jobs, and
even their lives.
And here we are, facing a “new normal” setting. The “work from
home” arrangement is something new to deal with. Children who used
to fill our schools with their contagious laughter are no longer around.
They are confined at their homes taking lessons via online classes and
answering their modules with their parents instead of listening to their
teachers. Long ago, we cannot imagine taking home classes since
these are only for the elites.
But now, lessons are taken virtually, and students can see and talk
only with their classmates and teachers online.
Amidst this chaos, there are so many things that we should reflect
on, and refocus our perspective on what matters the most. We have no
one to cling on but our family and God.
Despite all these, we should be thankful that we are still alive so
that we can continue to serve our people and fulfill our objectives. The
people rely on us.
As we start rebuilding what was lost; we should first, take gratitude
to those people who have greatly served us during this time of the
pandemic, our Frontliners.
We dedicate this edition of our “comeback” publication to our dear
frontliners who offered selflessly their lives and limbs just to bring the
needed services against this COVID-19.
Thank you to all our medical practitioners, law enforcers, and other
essential workers who worked hard while others were confined to their
homes to stay safe and prevent the spread of the virus.
And to our farmers who are also instrumental in keeping us
nourished by bravely going out in the field to bring food to our tables.
And also to our donors and benefactors who helped the government
and medical facilities in giving additional needs when supplies and
resources are depleting.
Thank you for all your selfless efforts and generosity.
This year we stand still with our missions and should rise above the
challenges whatever they may be.
Let hope fill our hearts that all things will work for the better if
we join hands and continue to cooperate for the greater good of the
province.
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1 batch of convergence
program expands in 90
barangays in 2021
st

by Clarisse Mae O. Retirado-Jimenez

DA 12 allots PhP 351- million
projects to SouthCot by Clarisse Mae O. Retirado-Jimenez
Governor Reynaldo Tamayo, Jr. has presented to Department of Agriculture
(DA) Secretary William Dar the proposal for the SOCCSKSARGEN Integrated
Food Terminal (SIFT) in Tupi, South Cotabato.
According to Gov. Tamayo, if
After the presentation, Sec. Dar
the Integrated Food Terminal will be
commended the governor for being a
approved, the location will be in Tupi for
visionary man and for making South
the reason that Tupi has a bypass road
Cotabato a progressive province. DA
linking one city/municipality to another
has allotted a total of PhP 351-million
in the entire SOCCSKSARGEN area.
for various agricultural programs and
If the said road will be used, the traffic
projects in South Cotabato province
along the national highways will be
including the PhP 23-M fund for the
decongested.
establishment of SIFT.
Gov. Tamayo added that this hub
“Ganito po kami ka-sincere na
primarily aims to provide additional
pupunta dito upang makipag-partner sa
income to farmers and fishermen
inyo at mapagbuklod-buklod ang ating
in the region, and it will reduce their
mga resources para sa pagpapaunlad
transportation cost for agricultural
ng buhay ng ating mga magsasaka at
products.
mangingisda” Sec. Dar said.

The Provincial Government of South
Cotabato (PGSC) identified 90 priority
Convergence Areas this year for its 1st batch.
The program is a poverty alleviation initiative
that focuses on the multi-dimensionality of
poverty to conduct interventions and provide
service-resource sharing of public and private
entities. It aims to assist underprivileged
communities to be self-sustaining and selfsufficient and eventually extinguishing poverty
one barangay at a time.
According to Cris Pingkunn R. Fuentes,
EnP, Project Development Assistant of
PPDO-South Cotabtao, the program aims to
reinvigorate the community by the provision of
access to basic public services such as medical,
education, public safety, the conduct of training
and seminars, and livelihood. Along with the
private partners of the PGSC, the program
ensures the attainment of equitable growth and
social equity of all communities through the
coordinative effort of both the public and private
entities in battling poverty in the province.
The convergence program for poverty
reduction was established last November 2017,
but Gov. Reynaldo S. Tamayo, Jr. said that
under his administration, he will emphasize a
grassroots approach to every program, so that
every voice in the community will be heard.

South Cotabato delivers 54 pick-ups to 1st district

by Krez James G. Cabaylo
The Provincial Government of South
Cotabato (PGSC) led by Governor
Reynaldo S. Tamayo, Jr. spearheaded
the turn-over of six (6) units of brand
new pick-up vehicles to the following
barangays in the Municipality of Tupi:
Palian, Lunen, Poblacion, Acmonan,
Linan and Tubeng. The said activity
was graced by Tupi Municipal Mayor
Romeo S. Tamayo, Vice Mayor Glenn
C. Hatulan, SP Member Noel Escobillo,
SB members, and barangay captains.
Recently, the PGSC has awarded 54
brand new Isuzu pick-up trucks to all
the barangays in the first congressional
district of the province comprising the
towns of Tampakan, Tupi and Polomolok.
Gov. Tamayo said that the next to receive
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are the barangays in the municipalities
of Surallah, Sto. Niño, T’boli, Lake Sebu,
Banga, Norala, Tantangan and Koronadal
City of the second congressional district.
He said that the budget to purchase
the vehicles were sourced from the
2020 annual budget passed by the
Sangguniang Panlalawigan. He also
clarified that he decided to give brand
new pick-ups instead of second hand
ones to the barangays to ensure that
their services and operations will run
smoothly. Each vehicle purchased costs
Php 999,801.00. He also added that the
barangays can use the issued vehicle as
an ambulance, or vehicles for rescue and
relief operations, disaster operations and/
or other emergency situations.

Gov Tamayo Spearheads

by Krez James G. Cabaylo
The Provincial Government of South
Cotabato, through the initiative of Governor
Reynaldo S. Tamayo, Jr., has committed to
deliver and ensure educational continuity
amidst the unprecedented outbreak of
COVID-19 in the province. Thus, Governor
Tamayo, together with Legislative

NEWS

Free tractor services available to
marginalized farmers in SouthCot

DTI SoCot to continue
Implementing Programs,
Projects
by Melody Joy J. Cosep

by Hydee S. Templonuevo
Low-income farmers in the
modern farm technologies. Those
province can avail of the free tractor who can avail of the program are
services recently launched by the
marginalized farmers from South
Provincial Government of South
Cotabato who own or maintain
Cotabato through the Office of the
an area with less than two (2)
Provincial Agriculturist (OPAG)
hectares and below land area,
dubbed as the “Provincial Free
applicable for harrowing and deep
Tractor Services” Program held
plowing activities at single passing
recently at Brgy. Cinco, Banga.
only.
Provincial Agriculturist Dr.Raul
For those who want to avail
Teves said the province has
themselves of free services, they
acquired at least three farm tractors can visit the OPAG Office and
that can give services to the farmers fill out the requisition slip a week
of the province.
before their scheduled date. Aside
Two of these came from the
from the farm tractors, the DADA-XII which costs Php3.5 million
XII also provided farm inputs to
each while one was procured by
the farmers. The program was
the province. This initiative is in
attended by DA-XII Regional
support of the Farm Mechanization
Executive Director Alan Mangelen,
Program of the Department of
Board Member Dardanilo Dar,
Agriculture (DA) which could provide Board Member Henry Ladot,
technological change to attain food
Municipal Agriculturists, barangay
security and self-sufficiency through officials, and farmers.

The Department of Trade and Industry (DTI)
South Cotabato stated that their office has successfully
implemented its programs and projects for the year
2020, and that they desire to carry on with these
activities in 2021. In a speech during the Distribution
of Cash and Food Subsidy for Marginal Farmers
and Fisherfolks held recently at the South Cotabato
Gymnasium and Cultural Center, City of Koronadal,
Industry Development Specialist Ms. Ria Hallarsis said
that the DTI has a total budget of two hundred million
pesos (Php200 Million).
“In terms of the implementation of the programs
and projects of the national government, meron tayong
tinatawag na Livelihood Seeding Program through the
Negosyo Serbisyo sa Barangay, which we call as our
NSB Program. Ito po ay programa kung saan tayo po
ay lumalapit sa tao. Ginagawa po ito ng DTI through our
Negosyo Center,” she stated. “Para po sa kaalaman ng
lahat, we have already established Negosyo Centers
nationwide, lahat po ng munisipyo ng South Cotabato ay
meron na pong Negosyo Center.
Doon po pwede kayong lumapit, ginawa natin
ito dahil nais po nating mapalapit yung serbisyo natin
sa tao. As far as this program is concerned, meron
by Jeanly S. Parreño
na po tayong na-assist na mga barangays. Sa South
Cotabato, na cover na po natin ang ating 67 barangays,
The Provincial Environment Management Office and Mines
at naka distribute na po tayo ng ating mga livelihood kits and Geo Sciences – Division (PEMO-MGD) spearheaded a meeting
sa mga barangays na ito,” she also added.
recently with the Board Directors and Officers of Allah Valley Quarry
Operators of Surallah
Moloy, Centrala, Duengas,
LGU. This is in partnership Tubi-allah, Lamsugod, Naci,
with the South Cotabato
Talahik and Dajay are set to
Foundation Inc. (SCFI)
be planted with bamboos.
Committee on Education Board Member Ester Marin Catorce, and
and Tribal Leaders
This is in connection with the
Assistant Schools Division Superintendent Ruth L. Estacio PhD,
Development Foundation proposed bamboo riparian reCESO VI spearheaded the turnover and distribution of seven
Inc. (TLDFI) held at the
vegetation along Allah River.
hundred seventy eight (778) sets of transistor radios, two hundred
Municipal Disaster Risk
This program is in partnership
thirteen (213) units of printers, five thousand five hundred fifty eight
Reduction Management
with the Area Development
(5,558) reams of bond papers, and Indigenous Peoples Education
Office (MDRRMO) of
Program Office (ADPO)
(IPEd) Program materials to identified schools in the province,
LGU – Surallah. At least
which will be providing the
including IPEd implementing schools. “Marami ang
23,000 hills of Afus, Bayog planting materials to the said
hindi makakapaniwala na kaya nating gawan ng
and Botong which will
barangays.
paraan na mailibre ang edukasyon sa probinsiya ng
cover 34.15 kilometers
The Provincial Local
South Cotabato. Marami ang hindi naniwala even
approximately are set
Government Unit (PLGU),
the previous administration told me suntok sa buwan
to be planted along
Municipal Local Government
yan, pero ngayon atin nang napatunayan na possible
Allah River. Ten (10)
Unit (MLGU) and the quarry
pala.” Governor Tamayo said in his message. The free
identified barangays in the operators will be responsible
education is one of the pilot programs of the governor’s
municipality of Surallah
for the planting and
administration when he assumed the office in 2019, and namely: Barangays
maintenance of the identified
it now continues to expand its beneficiaries.
Buenavista, Colonggolo,
areas in the Upper Valley.

23K Bamboos set to be planted along Allah River

Turnover, Distribution of School Materials
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7-Falls still the favorite
Gov Tamayo Encourages IP Leaders
destination in SouthCot
by Melody Joy J. Cosep
to Maximize Privileges
Governor Reynaldo S. Tamayo, Jr. encouraged the leaders of the
Indigenous Peoples (IP) groups in the province to maximize their use of the
programs of the provincial government while he is still the governor.
In his speech during the 1st IP
kayong mag-alala, kahit kulang yun,
Leaders’ Assembly at the Protech
dadagdagan natin para masiguro lang
Center in the City of Koronadal, the
na full scholar talaga kayo. Yung mga
governor said that the members of the
hindi makapasok sa UniFAST at Tulong
IP communities should extensively
Dunong, pumunta lang sa opisina at
avail of the free education and health
bibigyan ko ng Guarantee Letter kung
programs, among others, in order to
dito mag-aaral within Koronadal City.
attain growth, progress, and success
At kung sa Tupi naman mag-aaral,
among themselves.
huwag na kayong pumunta sa opisina,
“Alam ninyo, sa lahat ng mga
dahil hindi pwedeng magbigay ang
IPs na nandito, noong una pa man,
Provincial Government ng tulong para
siguro kilala nyo naman ako sa Bayan
doon sa eskwelahan dahil isa ako sa
ng Tupi, kung papaano ko minahal
mga may-ari, kaya pumunta nalang
ang mga IPs natin doon. Ngayong
kayo doon diretso, automatic na scholar
gobernador na ninyo ako, gusto kong
kayo kahit walang Tulong Dunong o
iparamdam din sa lahat ng mga IPs
UniFAST. Icha-charge yan sa share ko
sa Probinsya ng South Cotabato
sa eskwelahan. Titiyakin lang natin na
kung gaano ko kayo ka mahal. Noon,
makapagtapos ang mga anak ninyo.
talagang napakahirap para sa kanila na Ganun lang ka simple,” he noted. He
makapag-aral ng kolehiyo,” Governor
also said that some of their IP scholars
Tamayo said.
have already become professionals such
“Ang UniFAST, libre na ang tuition as licensed civil engineers, teachers,
at miscellaneous, may allowance ka
policemen, and government employees.
pa. Pero hindi lahat pasok sa UniFAST. He further stated that through education,
Meron tayong Tulong Dunong na
discrimination among the IPs would be
P7,500.00 per semester. Huwag
diminished or even eliminated.

for 2020

by Fruto C. Sumagaysay, Jr

7-Falls Resort in the municipality of Lake Sebu
is still the most favorite tourist destination among
domestic and foreign visitors in the province in
2020, the Arts, Culture, Tourism and Museum
(ACTM) Development and Promotions Unit
reported. The top 5 favorite tourist destinations are
all from Lake Sebu with 7-Falls registering 53,306
tourists, followed by Divine Mercy Shrine (38,850),
Punta Isla Lake Resort (25,504), Dreamweavers
Hill (24,649) and Sunrise Garden Lake Resort
(19,457). Meanwhile Fortune Field Resort in the
town of Banga which is famous for its “hito” (catfish)
delicacy, registered 6th with 11,656 tourists. Other
favorite destinations are found in Tupi town led
by Magsagyaw Peak visited by 9,660 tourists,
Blooming Petals (9,520), Eden Flower Garden
(9,028), Shell Rock Resort (7,968), Tuburan
Mountain View (6,671), Yolanda Garden Farm
Resort (6,399) and K John Owen Resort (5,764),
Sweet Water Garden Resort (5,670). However,
Lake Holon located in Mt. Melibingoy in T’boli which
is also one of the top choices among tourists did
not submit their tourist arrivals to ACTM since they
were on a lockdown last year.
Despite the 2020 CoViD-19 Pandemic which
caused nation-wide lockdown that affected the
tourism industry, South Cotabato still registered
more than 400,000 tourist arrivals in 2020.

Tampakan seeks holistic approach to curb illegal drugs

by: Hydee S. Templonuevo
A holistic approach in the eradication of illegal drugs particularly
marijuana is being sought after a series of uprooting activities was held at
the mountainous areas of Tampakan, Mayor Leonard Escobillo said.
During his recent meeting with law enforcers, Escobillo reiterated that there
is a need to create a
comprehensive plan to
sustain their efforts to
eliminate the problem.
Each year, the
image of their town is
being dragged by the
continuous uprooting of
marijuana plants in the
mountainous hinterlands
located at the quad
boundary of Tampakan
The
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in South Cotabato, Columbio in Sultan Kudarat,
Kiblawanin Davao del Sur, and Malungon in Sarangani
province.
Earlier this month, at least 13,000 hills of
marijuana plants with a DDB Value of Php2.6 million
were uprooted at Sitio Bong Sbang, Brgy. Danlag of
Tampakan by police operatives and the PDEA.
A ceremonial burning of the said contraband was
conducted at Tampakan Plaza. Aside from Mayor
Escobillo, the activity was attended by PDEA Regional
Director Naravy Duquiatan, PNP PROXII Regional
Director PBGen Michael John Dubria, Mr. Rudy Jimenea
as PADAC Permanent representative of Governor
Reynaldo S. Tamayo, Jr, and SCPPO Provincial Director
PCOL Jemuel Siason. The Dangerous Drugs Board
(DDB) required witnesses and members of the media.

SouthCot condones tax delinquencies on real properties
by: Hydee S. Templonuevo

Real Property owners will no longer be burdened in paying their taxes this year as the Provincial
Government of South Cotabato (PGSC) offers condonation of penalties and interests on real property
tax delinquencies for 2020 and prior years, the Office of the Provincial Treasurer announced.
Based on the Provincial Tax Ordinance
No. 44 recently approved by the
Sangguniang Panlalawigan, the period to
avail of the condonation of penalties and
interest will be from January 1 to June 30,
2021.
Provincial Treasurer Alvim Batol said
these property owners can save at least 2%
penalty per month based on the yearly RPT
not exceeding 72% or 36 months.
Those who can avail of this real property
tax condonation are owners of residential,
commercial, and industrial properties among
others.
Batol added the property owners can pay
either in full or partial payment only.
Real Property owners are advised
to proceed to their nearest Municipal
Treasurer’s Office where their property
belongs or to the Provincial Treasurer’s
Office located at the Ground Floor, Finance
Building, Provincial Capitol Compound, City
of Koronadal.
Documents to bring include a photocopy
of tax declaration, land title, previous RPT
receipts, and previous tax bills and letters.
The PTO also announces that those who
are not delinquent taxpayers can avail of
incentives. These include a 10% discount on
their real property tax when paid on time and
20% discount when paid in advance.

281 PWDs avail of ASSISTIVE DEVICES
The Provincial Government of South Cotabato (PGSC) has
provided at least 281 various assistive devices to identified
Persons with Disabilities (PWDs), the Office of Persons with
Disability Affairs Unit reports.
Persons with Disabilities Affairs Officer (PDAO) Brian G.
Hervilla said that for three years in a row, the province has provided
these devices to the PWDs with the objectives to advocate the
rights of persons with disabilities and build their capacity. This is
to empower them to defy poverty and be self-reliant, in order to
achieve a better
quality of life.
These assistive
devices were
distributed to
the ten towns
and one city
in South
Cotabato.
These include
5 walkers, 30
quad canes; 90

by Jeanly S. Parreño

canes, 57 crutches, and 96 wheelchairs.
Herbilla said the province has a total of 6,451 identified
PWDs. These include 2,619 females, 3,255 males, and 577
children. However, only the vulnerable and marginalized
individuals can avail themselves of the assisted devices.
PSWDO Focal person for PWDs Jessie Palmes
disclosed that in order to avail of the assistive device for
PWDs, a representative from the family is encouraged
to visit the PDAO. The office requires one copy of the
Barangay Certificate of Indigence and a whole-body picture
(one copy) of a family member with a disability.
Palmes added that the submitted requirements are to
be validated prior to the availment. He emphasized that
this program will improve the PWD’s independence and
enhance their overall well-being.
To date, the distribution of wheelchairs, canes,
crutches, and walkers continues. This program, which
started in January 2019, is in partnership with the
Department of Health Region 12 (DOH XII) and RD
Foundation. For the year 2021, the PGO-PDAU has an
appropriation of Php330,000.00.
The
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by Krez James G. Cabaylo

The Province of South Cotabato is the first in the country to have
established a COVID-19 Testing Laboratory through the Public-Private
Partnership (PPP) with the Dr. Arturo P. Pingoy Medical Center (DAPPMC)
in Koronadal City. It commenced its testing activities in the first week of
June 2020.

8
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John Arlo M. Codilla, Infectious Disease
Program Coordinator saw the potential of the
laboratory and facility of the DAPPMC, since
it is the only Biosafety Level II Laboratory
in the Province of South Cotabato. The
Cotabato Regional and Medical Center
(CRMC) in Cotabato City, on the other hand,
is the second testing laboratory in Region XII.
DAPPMC Medical Director and Chief
Executive Officer Dr. Nanette P. Franco was
very amenable to the PPP. She expressed
her excitement and gratitude for the privilege
given to them by the provincial government.
“Nalipay gid kami nga finally, we were
given and granted the license to operate as
a COVID-19 testing laboratory,” Dr. Franco
declared.
In order to aid and expand the COVID-19
testing capacity in South Cotabato, the
provincial government headed by Governor
Reynaldo S. Tamayo, Jr. has purchased the
Cepheid GeneXpert 16-Module Machine from
Metro Manila.
The machine arrived last September 5,
2020 at the General Santos City International
Airport, and was installed by its authorized
engineers and technicians on September
7, 2020 at the COVID-19 testing laboratory.
Before, the said testing laboratory was only
using the 4-module machine that releases
four (4) test results in fifty (50) minutes or
thirty (30) tests in eight (8) hours. Now, with
this new machine, the provincial government
will be able to achieve its target of sixteen
(16) test results in fifty (50) minutes or a
maximum of one hundred fifty (150) tests
in eight (8) hours. As mentioned by the
DAPPMC medical technologists, it will be a
great help for the province to have a faster
turn-around time of test results per day.
In addition, according to Macare Medicals,
Inc., the exclusive supplier, and distributor of

the machine, the Province of South Cotabato
is the first-ever Local Government Unit (LGU)
in the Philippines to acquire the Cepheid
GeneXpert 16-Module Machine for SARSCOV2 or COVID-19 Testing, because to date,
there are only three (3) 16-module machines in
the country, the first two (2) which are the Lung
Center of the Philippines and the Research
Institute for Tropical Medicine (RITM) are both
Department of Health (DOH) – owned facilities
and not LGUs.
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by Clarisse Mae O. Retirado-Jimenez

The novel coronavirus has affected people’s health in more
ways than one. Like any other country whose health system has
been put to the test, the Philippines, with its relatively ill-equipped
health system, is expected to be overwhelmed with the surge of
COVID-19 cases.
A shortage of hospital beds in regular
as well intensive care, mechanical
ventilators, and masks is among the most
pressing issues in an archipelagic country
of more than 100 million people.
In the Province of South Cotabato,
we have a story to share in responding to
this pandemic, as we have successfully
changed the operation of a 10-bed
hospital into a COVID-19 Center/Facility.
The Upper Valley Community Hospital
(UVCH) which is currently being utilized
as the province’s COVID-19 Center was
established by then-Governor Arthur

10

The

Informant January - March 2021

“Dodo” Y. Pingoy, Jr. It was through his
untiring and unselfish efforts to provide the
people of South Cotabato quality health
services that even in just three (3) years,
he was able to construct and establish the
UVCH with almost all the funds secured
from outside sources.
Before the end of the term of
then-Governor Pingoy, the UVCH
was successfully established with the
benevolent support of the San Miguel
Corporation and the DOH. Then, on June
13, 2013, former Governor Pingoy was
able to turn over to the next administration

of then-Governor Daisy Avance-Fuentes, the 60Bed Upper Valley Community Hospital.
Former Governor Avance-Fuentes in January
2017, decided to operate the UVCH as an
infirmary, and some months thereafter, she
began the UVCH operation as a 10-bed hospital.
In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, as
early as April 2020, the Provincial Government of
South Cotabato headed by Governor Reynaldo
S. Tamayo Jr. utilized and designated the UVCH
in Surallah, South Cotabato as the COVID-19
Center for the entire province of South Cotabato.
Executive Order No. 19 was issued to this effect.
With the assistance and support of the South
Cotabato Medical Society, PPEs, ventilators, and
volunteer medical personnel were provided to
serve the COVID-19 patients free of charge.
From a 10-bed capacity to a COVID-19
facility, this hospital has greatly helped in the
delivery of health services in the South Cotabato
Provincial Hospital (SCPH) and its component
municipal/district hospitals in Polomolok and
Norala. These hospitals will no longer be
accommodating COVID-19 patients since they
are now being catered by the COVID-19 Center
in Surallah.

“

In response to the COVID-19
pandemic, as early as April 2020,
the Provincial Government of South
Cotabato headed by Governor
Reynaldo S. Tamayo Jr. designated
the UVCH in Surallah, South
Cotabato as the COVID-19 Center
for the entire province of South
Cotabato.
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by Melody Joy J. Cosep

COVID-19 has affected the life and health
of more than a hundred million people across
the globe. Even worse, as of this writing, it
has claimed more than two (2) million lives
worldwide.
This pandemic presents an unprecedented
challenge to public health, food systems, and the
world of work. According to the World Health
Organization (WHO), the economic and social
disruption caused by COVID-19 is devastating:
tens of millions of people are at risk of falling
into extreme poverty, while the number of
undernourished people, currently estimated at
nearly 690 million, could increase by up to 132
million by the end of the year.
12
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In South Cotabato, as early as March 15,
2020, Governor Reynaldo S. Tamayo, Jr issued
Executive No. 16 to suspend the classes in
the entire province due to COVID-19. This was
after President Rodrigo R. Duterte declared
a State of Public Health Emergency through
Proclamation No. 922 after health officials
recorded additional cases of the 2019 novel
coronavirus, including the first case of local
transmission in the Philippines.
The suspension order has included
kindergarten, elementary, high school,
vocational, college, and graduate schools
both public and private institutions within the
entire territorial jurisdiction of the province.
One day thereafter, or on March 16, 2020,
an executive order to adopt pre-emptive
lockdown in the entire province of South
Cotabato was issued. This was for the reason
that some people from Metro Manila, the
epicenter of COVID-19 infections, have already
started coming home to South Cotabato before
the imposition of the Community Quarantine.
Since then, all mass gatherings and
meetings were no longer allowed, including
religious, civic, business, or government
gatherings and meetings, except those
involving the prevention, control, and
eradication of COVID-19.
Several preventive measures were
implemented through the supervision and

direction of our Philippine National Police
(PNP) and the Armed Forces of the Philippines
(AFP), the vanguards of peace and order across
the country, and in this time of pandemic, the
primary enforcer of our government’s rules
and regulations in order to prevent the spread
of the dreaded virus.
The PNP and AFP/military personnel
enforced the policies issued by the governor,
and they made necessary actions for those
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Our healthcare
workers such as medical
doctors, nurses, medical
technologists, pharmacists,
among others, are probably
the most exhausted in this
battle against COVID-19.

who did not comply with such guidelines.
Checkpoints were established within our
borders to ensure that the movements of
persons within and outside of our province
were restrained and monitored.
Since a curfew was imposed on a daily
basis, and persons of certain age groups
and health conditions were prohibited from
going out of their respective homes and
communities, the police force made sure
that the guidelines were properly observed.
An Inter-Agency Task Force for COVID-19
and Other Emerging Infectious Diseases
(IATF-EID), chaired by the provincial
governor, was also created to perform
primary functions such as facilitate the
strict implementation of the rules laid
down by the national and the provincial
governments.

14
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Our healthcare workers such as
medical doctors, nurses, medical
technologists, pharmacists, among others,
are probably the most exhausted in this
battle against COVID-19.
They are the ones who face the
pandemic head-on, since they come in
close and direct contact with confirmed,
probable, and suspected patients.
They are on the frontline and are
responsible for providing holistic care for
all types of patients. They have critical
roles in the diagnosis, containment, and
treatment of confirmed patients, and their
commitment to cure, despite increased
personal risks.
The Provincial Disaster Risk Reduction
and Management Office (PDRRMO), as one
of our major partners in this fight against
COVID-19, has been spearheading the
conduct of province-wide disinfection and
decontamination. The PDRRMO, together
with the teams from the Bureau of Fire
Protection (BFP), the Department of Public
Works and Highways (DPWH), and the

City/Municipal Disaster Risk Reduction
and Management Offices (C/MDRRMOs),
regularly spray cleaning and disinfection
solutions such as surface virucidal
disinfectants, along roads and highways,
and to government offices, public
markets, bus and van terminals, and upon
request, other private establishments.
As early as April 2020, the Provincial
Government of South Cotabato through
the Arts, Culture, Tourism, and Museum
(ACTM) Development and Promotions
Unit. The Balik Probinsiya Program
has already begun fetching South
Cotabateños who were stranded in
different cities and provinces in the
country.
The provincial government was able
to pay Php1.1 million for the ManilaGeneral Santos (MNL-GES) trip, and
Php1.039 million for the Cebu-General
Santos (MNL-CEB) flight.
The respective Local Government
Units (LGUs) extended assistance to the
ROFs and LSIs by transporting them to
their respective quarantine facilities.
More than 12,000 ROFs and LSIs were
fetched by the team at the airports of
General Santos City, Davao City, Cotabato
City, and Cagayan de Oro City (including
their seaport) at the cost of more than
Php 9 million taken from the province’s
coffer.
“Team Sundo” is composed of the
IPHO, the PDRRMO, the PNP, and the
Kabalikat Radio Communicators – a group
of volunteers from South Cotabato’s area
of responsibility.
On a positive note, we are blessed to
have completed all four (4) criteria for
readiness to restart the economy in our
province: a functional COVID-19 Testing
Center/Laboratory, adequate personal
protective equipment (PPEs) and other
essential medical supplies, a functional
COVID-19 Center/Hospital, and an
effective contract tracing system.
On our contact tracing measures,
our Information Technology (IT) Division
has conceptualized and developed the
South Cotabato COVID-19 Contact Tracing

System (SC-CCTS), designed for an efficient and
expeditious contact tracing of confirmed COVID-19
positive patients.
We take pride in being the first local
government unit (LGU) in the country to have
implemented a local contact tracing for COVID-19,
the SC-CCTS which is now being adopted by the
entire Region XII (SOCCSKSARGEN) and adopted
by other provinces all over the Philippines. In
fact, the SC-CCTS has been featured in the United
Nations General Assembly (UNGA) just last
September 24, 2020, as one of the great examples
of cross-sector collaboration and thorough
consultation and which successfully targeted
and included the most vulnerable sectors of the
sector of the society who do not have access to
technology.

The PNP and AFP/military
personnel enforced the
policies issued by the
governor, and they made
necessary actions for those
who did not comply with such
guidelines.
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by Hydee S. Templonuevo
He walked calmly towards the podium after the session of the August Body was put into recess.
The face of a true statesman in his ecru barong he paraded not only to report the accomplishments of
the province under his administration for the past year but also to lay down his clear visions and tangible
programs and projects which the people badly need.
Unlike the previous staging of
the SOPA which was jampacked with
spectators at the South Cotabato Gym
and Cultural Center, this year was
different. There was no red carpet
parade for the governor. He just
stood there waiting for his speech to
start, accompanied by his wife and
children. With his desire to keep the
audience focus on his message, he
wrote it personally from his heart with
no colorful graphics or flowery antics
accompanying it. His speech which runs
for an hour and twenty-four minutes and
applauded 33 times, was witnessed
physically by at least 300 audiences
only. But netizens all over the world
watched it via live streaming and heard
it over the radio province-wide.
Under his Tama at Maayos na
Serbisyo sa Bayan, Governor Tamayo
reports about what he has done in
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terms of his initiatives in the aspects
of the health services, education,
environment, agriculture, social
services, infrastructure projects, and
good governance.
For the first time, it was written
and delivered in Filipino which even an
ordinary citizen can readily understand.
Aling Thelma, a sari-sari store
owner, monitored the governor’s speech
on his portable transistor radio and she
was happy.
“Naintiendihan ko tanan niya nga
ginahambal, maayo kay indi iningles.”
She said,
During his speech, the Governor
said, “ Nangako ako na pagsisilbihan
ko ang lalawigang ito ng buong puso
at kaluluwa, nangako ako sa inyo
na babaguhin natin ang systema ng
panggobyerno na meron ang lalawigan
ito”.

Aling Tess, a mother of four and
a vegetable vendor at Surallah Public
Market said, all the words uttered by the
governor were true.
“Pasalamat ko kay indi na ko
mabudlayan magbayad sang mga
alamutan, maiwat nga daan ang kuarta
subong.” She said,
During his SOPA, Governor
Reynaldo S. Tamayo Jr. highlighted
free education as one of his priority
programs by implementing a “zero
collection policy” in all public schools.
“Naniniwala ako na educasyon
ang babangon sa pagkalubog ng ilang
kababayan natin sa kahirapan.”
Having said that, the provincial
government of South Cotabato
shouldered all extra expenses and
even paid for the janitorial and utility
expenses of the school, this to the
delight of all indigent constituents just

like Aling Tess.
Since his first day into office, the
“Free Hospitalization Program” was also
implemented, through a “Zero Billing Policy”.
Lola Carmen, a senior citizen from
Koronadal City visits the Provincial Capitol
every three months to avail of the free
medicine under the Assistance to Individual
In Crisis Situation.
“Noon, nahihiya akong lumapit at
humingi ng tulong. Ngayon ramdam ko na
bukas ang Capitolyo para sa amin.” She
said,
Governor Tamayo emphasized his
journey was not easy as it faced many
challenges brought about by the dengue
outbreak, earthquake, low prices of Palay,
and the biggest of them all is this Covid-19
pandemic.
“Ngunit hindi ito naging hadlang
upang hindi natin matupad ang pangakong
binitiwan sa bayan.” He said,
His SOPA has solicited various
reactions from netizens nationwide coming
from the provinces of Cebu, Iloilo, Tarlac,
Davao City, General Santos City, and Metro

Manila.
It has even reached as far as
Canada, Brunei, Dubai, Saudi Arabia,
and even the United States of America.
One of the netizens named Ritchie
said, “A Governor with a heart. “
Shaar Leez commented,
“Ipagpatuloy mo lang magandang
ginagawa mo gov.”
While one of his top fans named
Love C. said, “The people of South
Cotabato are so blessed to have this
man! Well done, my governor!”
Aleng Evelyn on the other hand
said, “Damo gid nga Salamat Governor
Tamayo sa tanan nga big changes
implemented right away particularly in the
Health Services! Free hospitalization in all
government hospitals of South Cotabato.
I personally salute your leadership,
Governor. You are a true leader for the
people. It only shows that EVERYTHING
IS POSSIBLE. If there’s a will, there’s
a way. There is funding if there’s a will.
Thank you for your exemplary leadership.
May God bless all your dreams and
The

goals for South Cotabato. Praying
for you and your staff and all the
Board Members to help you realize
the real change for the people’s
welfare. God bless our leaders and
the people you serve.”
All things he promised were
slowly but surely become a reality.
In totality, the people of South
Cotabato are satisfied with the
governor’s performance.
One netizen said, “Gov, I am
your no. 1 critic, but I rate you
excellent.”
“Noong unang araw ko, sinabi
ko sa inyo na lahat ng aspeto ng
development ay sabay-sabay
nating iangat, para matiyak natin
ang tunay na development ng ating
probinsiya, at sinigurado na ang
pera ng taong bayan ay napupunta
sa tama at maayos na serbisyo.” he
said.

South Cotabato
Angat ka sa Lahat!
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National Living Treasure
(Manlilikha ng Bayan)
Yabing Masalon Dulo was
laid to rest on
February 10, 2021, at
Sitio Amgu-o, Brgy.
Landan, Polomolok,
South Cotabato.

A symbol of the indigenous people’s culture; a representation of
the Province of South Cotabato – as described by Governor Reynaldo
S. Tamayo, Jr. – Fû Yabing had great and enormous contributions not
just to the province, but also to the country, because of her superior
talent and skills in weaving.
“Bawat kulay at bawat
disenyo na kanyang mga likha
ay nanggaling sa kanyang mga
panaginip, at ito’y dapat nating
ingatan at ipagmalaki. Ang South
Cotabato ay tinaguriang Land
of the Dreamweavers dahil sa
mga panaginip at pangarap ng
ating mga manghahabi,” said the
governor in his speech.
The governor and Pomolok
Mayor Honey Lumayag-Matti
personally came to condole with
her family and to express their
sincere sympathies and gratitude.
Gawad sa Manlilikha ng Bayan
(GAMABA) Executive Council
Commissioner Abubacar M.
Datumanong was also present,
together with the representatives
from the National Commission for
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Culture and the Arts (NCCA) who
organized the interment.
A Plaque of Recognition
was awarded by the Provincial
Government of South Cotabato to
Fû Yabing Masalon Dulo, which
was received by her bereaved
family.
“The Municipality of
Polomolok, ever since, has
always been popular and
notable for its sweet pineapples,
lovely sceneries, picturesque
tourist attractions, the majestic
Mt. Matutum, and for being
economically booming and
progressive. However, our
beloved town was even more
known in the Philippines and in
the world because of its very rich
and abundant culture, tradition,
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and the arts. And perhaps, no one else has
introduced, promoted, and appreciated
our culture and tradition, but Fu Yabing,”
said Mayor Lumayag-Matti in the Filipino
language.
She further noted that the gathering for
Fû Yabing’s funeral might be disheartening,
but it is also a moment to celebrate the life

she lived – a meaningful, colorful, and
victorious life.
“Fû, bong salamat sa lahat ng
iyong nagawa para sa ating bayan.
Siguro kahit sa panaginip, hindi inakala
ni Fû na magiging manlilikha sya
ng bayan. Ngunit dahil sa mahal at
inalagaan nya ang sining ng paghahabi
ng mabal tabih ay nakamtan nya ito.
Sana hindi dumating ang araw na
makalimutan natin sa Fû Yabing at ang
kanyang mga nagawa. Pero araw man,
taon, o ilang dekada ang lumipas, ako
ay naniniwala na si Fû Yabing at ang
kanyang nagawa ay mananatili sa ating
isipan at damdamin, sa pamamagitan
ng pagturo ng napakagdang sining
ng paghahabi ng mabal tabih sa
susunod na henerasyon. Sapagkat
ang tabih ay B’laan, ang tabih ay si Fû
Yabing, ang tabih ang siyang parating
magpapaalala sa atin kung saan tayo
nanggaling, saan tayo patungo, at ang
pagmamahal natin sa mga bagay na
mabuti, likas, at maganda,” she also
added.
The mayor, that day, conferred the
highest salutation and commendation
to Fu Yabing, on behalf of the Local
Government Unit of Polomolok, South
Cotabato.
In the same way, President Rodrigo
R. Duterte expressed his condolences
through a speech that was read by
Commissioner Datumanong.
“The State mourns the passing of
National Living Treasure, a Manlilikha
ng Bayan in the person of the great
Yabing Masalon Dulo. Allow me to offer
the nation’s deepest sympathies to her
family and to the B’laan community.
Her death is indeed a huge loss to the
entire nation. Today, we acknowledge
Yabing’s important contribution to
this traditional folk art, particularly her
persistence in preserving ikat weaving

tradition in the face of upheavals,
which has earned her the title
of Manlilikha,” the President
conveyed.
“Spending her time as a
mentor to weaving students
in nearby villages and upland
B’laan community, she was
instrumental in sustaining
this rich cultural tradition as
expressed in her and her
students’ works of art. I hope
that the members of the B’laan
community, together with our
guests today, will continue
to emulate her passion for
traditional folk art. May we all be
inspired to protect and preserve
the legacy that she left for the
benefit of future generations
of Filipinos. The richness of
our cultural heritage serves as
the soul of our nation and the
foundation of our identity as a
people. Let us continue to honor
the nation’s artists and take
inspiration from their work as
we pursue a stronger and more
progressive future for all,” he
added.
“Sa iyo, Yabing Masalon
Dulo, tanggapin mo ang pagkilala
ng isang bayang nagpupugay sa
iyong husay at ambag sa ating
sining at kultura,” he finally said.
Fu Yabing Masalon Dulo
was proclaimed as Gawad
sa Manlilikha ng Bayan or
the National Living Treasures
Awardee by virtue of
Proclamation No. 126 signed by
President Rodrigo R. Duterte for
her commitment and contribution
in safeguarding and promoting
the mabal tabih (ikat weaving)
tradition. The said proclamation

is by virtue of Republic Act 7355
which provides for the recognition
of the “National Living Treasure”
otherwise known as the “Manlilikha
ng Bayan,” which refers to a Filipino
citizen or group engaged in a
highly technical and artistic level of
traditional art. She passed away last
January 26, 2021 at the age of 106.
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“Will I survive? Everything is a mess, and I could no longer
cope with this terrible pain that I am going through.”
Pamela (not her real name) is a
mother of four. She has been happily
married for seventeen (17) years until
one day, she had a problem with her
eldest daughter who got involved in an
illicit relationship. It was a nightmare
when she learned of this affair. There
was a drastic change in her daughter’s
attitude, and they quarrelled a lot. As
her mother, it broke her heart. What’s
worse is that she could not get the
support of her husband since the
daughter is the apple of his eye. She
felt hopeless.
Pamela approached a good friend
who eventually referred her to one of
the staff of the provincial government’s
social welfare department. The pain
that she has been suffering from was
shared with confidentiality.
Based on the initial consultation,
Pamela experienced mental health
problems which affected her attitude,
thinking, mood, and behavior. What
she needed was a Psychological First
Aid (FPA) to make her feel calm and
cope with the difficult situation that she
was going through. FPA also assesses
her needs and provides her emotional
support.
Mental health, as defined by the
World Health Organization (WHO),
is “a state of well-being in which the
individual realizes his or her own
abilities, can cope with the normal
stresses of life, can work productively
and fruitfully, and is able to make a
contribution to his or her community”.
In the Philippine setting, mental health
issues have been discriminated
against and stigmatized.
In December 2020, the Provincial
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by Jeanly S. Parreño

Government of South Cotabato
through the Provincial Anti-Drug
Abuse Council (PADAC) launched the
advocacy, “TARA! USAP TAYO”.
This campaign aims to break
the mental health stigma on anxiety,
depression, and suicide in the
province using communication
to empower individuals and the
communities.
Through the council, the socalled Tele Psychosocial First Aid
(PFA) Helpline was initiated, which
can assist and respond to anybody
who wants to express their feelings
and emotions through a phone
call. This is in partnership with the

United Registered Social Workers and
at least 200 volunteers spread in the
entire province who are ready to provide
free and confidential PFA and other
intervention based on the international
standards.
Mental Health Program was not given
emphasis in the past years here in the
Philippines, but in South Cotabato, this
problem has been identified and was
given action during the Provincial Local
Government Plan.
Thankfully, through this laudable
program, people like Pamela are being
given guidance, counseling, and a
glimmer of hope.
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SoCot Wins CCTS Case

by Melody Joy J. Cosep

The Special Civil Action No. 098-43 (Petition for Certiorari and
Prohibition under Rule 65 of the Rules of Court) filed against
the Provincial Government of South Cotabato (PGSC) was
denied by the Regional Trial Court (RTC) Branch 43 for
“lack of merit.”
The petition against the
PGSC, as represented by
Governor Reynaldo S. Tamayo,
Jr. and the South Cotabato
COVID-19 Contact Tracing
System Implementing Committee,
was about the alleged violation
of the right to privacy of the
petitioner and the people of South
Cotabato including the citizens
of the Republic of the Philippines
regarding the implementation
of Ordinance No. 13 of the
Sangguniang Panlalawigan (SP)
of South Cotabato.
Ordinance No. 13 or the South
Cotabato COVID-19 Contact
Tracing System (SC-CCTS) was
signed into an ordinance on June
10, 2020, as one of the provincial
government’s measures to combat
COVID-19. The SC-CCTS is a
localized web- and mobile-based
application developed for the
efficient and expeditious contact
tracing of confirmed COVID-19
positive patients. It is a digitized
or electronic logbook system that
aims to contain the transmission
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of COVID-19, increase confidence
of local government units (LGUs)
on the safety of their population
in reopening and restarting
economic activities.
The certiorari and prohibition
with urgent prayers for immediate
issuance of a Temporary
Restraining Order (TRO) and/or
a Writ of Preliminary Injunction
raised the issues, among others,
on the legality and constitutionality
of the said ordinance, specifically
whether or not it violated the
right of the petitioner to privacy
as guaranteed by the 1987
Constitution and infringed the
privacy of the petitioner’s data
as shielded by Republic Act No.
10173 or the Data Privacy Act
(DPA) of 2012, and whether or
not a provincial government,
through an ordinance, can
exercise power of control over
the LGUs under it and national
agencies holding office within its
territorial jurisdiction and require
compliance on the implementation
of the said ordinance.
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The decision penned by Hon.
Gerardo C. Braganza, Presiding
Judge of RTC Branch 43 in the City
of Koronadal, South Cotabato, noted
that “the Court sees no infringement
of any constitutional right here since
she (the petitioner) is not stopped
from what she wants to do entering
the premises within the province,
petitioner has still the option
whether or not she will enter such
establishment. In other words, she
can still roam around and not divulge
any of her personal circumstances
or even not to register in the SCCCTS so long as she will not enter
an establishment within the province
that requires her of the use of SCCCTS.”
Another point asserted by the
Court is that “malls are private
entities, more often than not, the
in charge in scanning the CCTS
are private individuals, hence her
right to privacy enshrined in the
Constitution cannot be availed of.
Basic is the rule that the rights in the
Bill of Rights apply only as distraint
directed against the government.”

S

The Sangguniang Panlalawigan of South
Cotabato headed by Vice Governor Vicente De
Jesus presented during the wake of GAMABA
awardee Fu Yabing SP Resolution No. 42
entitled, “A Resolution Expressing Deep
Sympathies and Condolences to the bereaved
family of the late Kanfulung Bai Yabing
Masalon-Dulo, A Gawad Manlilikha ng Bayan
or National Living Treasure Awardee for 2016”.
Fu Yabing,was laid to rest on February 10 at
Sitio Amguo, Brgy. Landan at Polomolok town.
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