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We heard the news about the new variant and we sustain our panic. And 
there is this surge of covid-19 cases in the province.

The workplace, especially government offices are affected.
If anyone heard about a certain office being closed, you know the drill. 

Without asking a question, anyone can decipher that somebody inside it is 
positive of the virus.

All of us wanted to stop covid-19, the cure starts within ourselves. Aside 
from the minimum health and safety protocols such as frequent washing of 
hands, wearing of face masks and face shields, social distancing, and the 
likes, we should also break the chain of our usual habits.

No more tapok tapok or gatherings of more than 15 minutes. Chika- 
chika should be at least 2-3 minutes only or saying hi-hello at the lobby is 
enough.

No more Beso beso or cheek-to-cheek kisses with a hug.

Instead of shaking hands, we opt for just rubbing the clenched fist to 
welcome each other.

During lunchtime or siesta, eating together should be avoided at the 
office. Eating alone at each table is safer.

We can name so many ways depending on our own situations.

Now that the virus is already in our midst, our new normal office setup 
was revitalized to cope with the time and need.

Almost all meetings are done virtually via “zoom”, google meet, or any 
mode of communications. No more “face-to-face” encounters except when 
necessary and depending on the capacity of the venue.

Training and seminars are not allowed except those which are covid-19 
related.

From the usual Work from Home set-up, more organized alternative 
work arrangements are implemented to avoid contamination of all 
employees whenever there are positive cases. This way, offices will not 
be totally closed when infection occurs to avoid the stoppage of official 
functions.

Adherence to the orders implemented by each local government unit 
should also be properly followed. This is for our own good.

The government is working for us.  Public funds are almost depleted due 
to this pandemic that all we need is to cooperate.

Our anxiety level is high and making a tool on our mental health but we 
need to be strong, cling to each other in order to survive.  We should always 
keep the faith. We heal as one.
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T    he virus is already at our workplaces, which can affect our 
households. While we think that staying at home is the safest 
thing to do, home is where the danger is since from the office, 

anybody can bring home the virus and affect every member of our 
family. So scary that we cannot see our enemy and anytime it can 
attack.
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The Provincial Veterinary Office continues its effort for rabies 
vaccination program across the province as the number of dog 

bites increase.
According to the record of Integrated Provincial Health Office 

(IPHO) there are 31 sample heads submitted for laboratory test and it 
came out that out of this number 18 are positive for rabies.

As of the first quarter this year, there are 18,529 heads of dog 
vaccinated. Out of these number  5,830; Polomolok; 1,844; Tupi; 4,733; 
Banga; 3,220; Surallah; 2,154; Sto. Niño; and 376; T’boli. Vaccination 
is still on-going in other municipalities  provided that minimum health 
protocols are strictly observed.

Furthermore, as part of the Information Education Campaign 
(IEC), there is ongoing routed-audio recorded or “recorida” dubbed 
as “Recorida sa Barangay Kontra Rabies at ASF”. This campaign is 
intended to keep our province safe against the threat of Rabies and 
African Swine Fever (ASF) and to provide proper information. 

The Provincial government of South Cotabato headed 
by Governor Reynaldo S. Tamayo Jr., is working on 

the expansion of its treatment and isolation facilities for 
Covid-19 to cope with the increasing number of locally 
transmitted infections.

Governor Tamayo said that  he is coordinating with the 
province’s ten municipalities and lone city for the establishment 
of more isolation centers as local government-run isolation 
centers are already facing problems on availability of spaces 
while private hospitals catering to Covid-19 patients are now 
crowded.The Soccsksargen General Hospital (SGH) in Surallah 
town, is the province’s dedicated treatment facility for moderate 
to severe patients are occupied, he said. Because of the  active 
Covid-19 cases in the province, Tamayo decided to convert 
the pay wing of the South Cotabato Provincial Hospital in 
Koronadal City into an isolation facility to help ease the problem. 
“As we are seeing a rapid spread of Covid-19, this should serve 
a warning to everyone. We shouldn’t be complacent,” Tamayo 
said.

by Hydee S. Templonuevo  

by Krez James Cabaylo

by Clarisse Mae Retirado-Jimenez  
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Pvet strengthens rabies vaccination 
program as number of dog bites increase

Socot treatment facilities to expand 
due to COVID-19 high cases

SouthCot’s peace and order initiative 
gets Php88.1 million

During the recent Provincial Peace 
and Order Council (PPOC) held,  the 
council chaired by Governor Reynaldo 
S. Tamayo  Jr.,  represented by 
Provincial Administrator Atty. Renette 
B. Bergado discussed issues and 
concerns to further improve the peace 
and order;  and public safety including 
anti-insurgency measures in the 
province.

DILG Provincial Director Atty. 
Rochelle D. Mahinay-Sero as the head 
secretariat of the council discussed 
the proposed Programs, Projects, and 
Activities (PPA) under the Peace and 
Order Program 2021 Annual Budget 
and the support to different council 
members which were broken down as 
follows;

Support to PPOC Chair’s 

Office including and Operation of Bahay Pag-
asa amounting to Php17.8 million; Police 
Operations, Php15.7 million; Military 
operations, Php14.3 million;  Provincial 
Task Force-Ending Local Communist 
Armed Conflict (PTF-ELCAC), Php5.2 
million; PPOC and ELCAC Secretariat, 
Php4 million; Enhanced Comprehensive 
Local Integration Program (E-CLIP) 
including operations of half-way 
House, Php10.39 million; and 

Provincial Anti-Drug Abuse 
Council including operation of 
Balay Silangan,  Php20 million. 
It was also ruled out during the 
meeting that from the over-all 
Php88.1 million annual budget, 
Php26 million will be intended 
for confidential expenses.

Peace and Order initiatives in South Cotabato will have 
funding support of Php88.1 million for this year.



At least 1389 Agrarian Reform 
Beneficiaries (ARBs) from South 

Cotabato were able to receive from 
Department of Agrarian Reform (DAR) 
Secretary Atty. John R. Castriciones a 
total of 967 Certificate of Land Ownership 
Awards (CLOA) during the Regionwide 
CLOA distribution held earlier  at the 
South Cotabato Gym and Cultural Center 
in Koronadal City.

Said CLOAs which cover 1,735.8 
hectares were part of the 2,921 
certificates distributed to the entire region 
covering a total of 6,519 has.

The Office of the Provincial Agriculturist (OPAg) is 
pushing for agriculture tourism or “agri-tourism” in 

South Cotabato as more and more farms are sprouting in 
the past few years in the province.

OPAg chief Dr. Raul Teves, DVM disclosed that they 
encouraged farmers to open to the public more  agri-tourism 
sites as an additional income to their farming business.

“Traditional farming can generate revenue but opening 
farms to the public will make their farming as a value-added 
enterprise, especially for the entrance fees it generates,”  
Teves said.

Aside from value-added revenue, such farms according 
to Teves will become learning sites particularly for agriculture 
students within the region.

Aside from palay and corn, specialized farms such as 
strawberry and guyabano, coffee, cacao, rubber, and 

other high-value crops plantations, and 
variety of flowers and ornamental 

plants plantations were established 
for the past years which were 

frequently visited by local and 
foreign tourists. Aside from plant 

farming, some farmers are 
also planning to establish 

rabbit farming and free 
range chicken farms and 
also expanding to organic 
farming of the crops they 
are producing.

The newly established confirmatory testing laboratory for 
the Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) will fully operate 

this 2021, John Arlo Codilla, infectious diseases coordinator 
of the Integrated Provincial Health Office (IPHO) said.

Codilla disclosed that the facility which is an extension of the 
HIV/Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome or AIDS Core Team 
(HACT) Clinic situated at the South Cotabato Provincial Hospital 
compound is currently working on the approval by the Department 
of Health of the license-to-operate (LTO) of its Certified Rapid HIV 
Diagnostic Algorithm Confirmatory Laboratory or CrCL.

The “one-stop-shop” at the HACT Clinic provides treatment 
care and counseling services for HIV/AIDS patients and the clinic 
was able to detect early cases of HIV and provide immediate 
intervention to the patients.

“We can now get confirmatory results through our laboratory in 
just 15 minutes,” Codilla said.

Before the establishment of the laboratory, the IPHO had 
to send screened samples for confirmation to the Sexually 
Transmitted Diseases/AIDS Cooperative Central Laboratory and 
the Research Institute for Tropical Medicine in Metro Manila.

by Hydee Templonuevo  

 by Fruto Sumagaysay, Jr.

by Clarisse Mae Retirado-Jimenez  

Other beneficiaries also include 
1,313 from Sultan Kudarat: 535, 
Sarangani; and 304, Cotabato province.

In his message, Castriciones urges 
the beneficiaries not to mortgage or sell 
their lands.

“You are so lucky you were given 
this piece of land for others do not have 
any. “he said,

CLOA distribution is a flagship 
program of the department in support of 
the agriculture sector.

” Our economy will prosper if our 
agriculture sector is stronger. We can be 
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progressive,” he said,
Aside from CLOA distribution, Castriciones 

also turns over other Php63. 4 million worth 
of support services such as hauling trucks, 
agricultural inputs, office equipment, mobile rice 
miller, farm to market road among others.

During his visit, Secretary Castriciones 
also conducted DAR-to-door distribution of 
CLOAs and ARBO visitation for Buhay sa Gulay 
program on selected areas within the region.

HIV lab on SoCot to be fully operational
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by Hydee S. Templonuevo  

The Provincial Government of South Cotabato expressed its gratitude to the 
Department of Agriculture Region 12 for   continued support extended to the 

South Cotabato farmers which has reached a total of Php22.19 million.
Recently, a one (1) unit Hauling 

Truck worth Php2 million was the 
newest addition to the post-harvest 
facilities under the corn program given 
to the province under its Mechanization 
program.

Other interventions earlier availed by 
the province include the following;   one 
(1) unit corn tractor,   Php3.5 million; 
ten (10) units hand tractor, Php1.365 
million;  ten (10) units rice thresher, Php1. 
3 million; ten (10) units rice transplanter, 
PhpPhp3.6 million; four (4) units Shallow 
Tube Wells, Php420k; 20 units  Seed 
Spreader, Php1.4 million.

Meanwhile, the province is set to 
avail additional facilities such as 15 units 
Rice Transplanter, Php2.85 million; ten 
(10)  units Seed Spreader, Php748k;  one 
(1) unit Incubator, Php39k.

Under the High-Value Commercial 
Crop (HVCC) program, the Memorandum 
of Agreement were already done for 
the following items: 1,000 pcs crates, 
Php475k; 21,320 hills of cacao, Php1.385 
million; 8,000m HDPE pipes, Php800k; 

5 units Pole Runner, Php100k;  two (2 ) units 
mini chainsaw, Php60k; eight (8) units  UV 
Sheets, Php240k;  70 sets garden tools, 
Php490k.

For the corn program, the province is also 
set to avail 250 bags of hybrid seeds worth 
Php1.25 million.

Provincial Agriculturist Raul A. Teves said, 
despite the many challenges our farmers 
are facing, they should be grateful for the 
many assistance the agriculture department 
extends.

“Aangat din tayo.”  Teves said,
Aside from this assistance, Teves 

added that the province also implements 
other programs which farmers can also avail 
themselves.

These include the Pant Now Pay Later 
(PNPL) Program for fruit trees, Free Farm 
Tractor Services, Palay Support Fund, among 
others.

Teves also happily announced that during 
the third quarter of this year, farmers can also 
avail of free hito and tilalia fingerlings as the 
Php1.5 million hatchery funded by the Bureau 
of Fishery and Aquatic Resources (BFAR).

LGUs turn over books on Cultural Mapping  by Fruto Sumagaysay, Jr.

Two (2) Local Government Units 
(LGUs) in South Cotabato turned 
over their respective Book on Cultural 
Mapping to South Cotabato province 
and the National Commission for Culture 
and The Arts (NCCA) recently as part 
of the Cultural Asset Mapping (CAM) 
Program of the Arts, Culture, Tourism 
and Museum (ACTM) Unit.

Tampakan in the first district of the 
province was the first to submit its CAM 
Book which was personally turned over 
by Tampakan First Lady Keya Escobillo, 
who is the Arts and Culture Coordinator 
of the municipality.

Surallah Tourism Office likewise 
handed over  its CAM Book to Mayor 
Antonio Bendita who turned it over 
to NCCA Executive Director Al Ryan 
Alejandre via zoom.

The books were products of 
extensive CAM training which consisted 

of orientation, field work, documentation, 
writing and editing and validation, before 
its book publication.

The municipalities of Lake Sebu and 
T’boli are also expected to submit their 
respective CAM Book to the ACTM Unit 
and NCCA within this year

by Krez James G. Cabaylo

SoCot remains 
ASF-free

The Provincial Veterinary 
continues in campaigning and 
establishing measures to maintain 
South Cotabato as an ASF-free 
province.

Based on record, neighboring 
provinces such as a portion of North 
Cotabato, Davao Region, and some parts 
of Sarangani were already infected by the 
said virus.

In connection to this, Governor 
Reynaldo S. Tamayo, Jr. enact an 
ordinance (Ordinance No. 36, S. of 
2020) prescribing the policies, regulatory 
guidelines and precautionary measures 
to prevent the entry of African swine fever 
in the province.

“As of now, fortunate gihapon kita 
nga ang South Cotabato is “Green 
Zone” or ASF-Free. We are hoping and 
determined na i maintain naton ang 
aton pagka green zone or ASF-Free 
nga probinsiya. Subong gina intensify 
kag gina strengthen naton ang aton 
mga programa sa pagpugong nga indi 
makasulod dire sa South Cotabato ang 
ASF.” Dr. Byron Dela Cruz, DVM said.

Due to the strong effort and 
preventive measure being established in 
the entry and exit point of this province, 
the number of packs of pork products and 
by-products was apprehended.

Recently, 40 packs of pork chicharon 
were confiscated after verification and 
confirmation that the products originally 
came from Tarlac, which is declared as 
ASF infected area.

“Selling, including “online ” selling 
and advertisement and trading of any 
form of pork, pork products and its by-
products in any form and quantity that 
were coming from any origin declared 
as ASF infected areas is a prohibited act 
under the Province ASF ordinance no .36 
S. 2020. The confiscated products were 
immediately disposed of properly.
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The event which is part of the preparation for the 
upcoming 6th SONA of President Rodrigo Roa Duterte 
this July 2021 was attended by Cabinet Secretary 
Karlo Nograles, TESDA Secretary Isidro S. Lapeña, 
PCOO Undersecretary and PIA Director- General 
Ramon Cualoping III, and DOH-Region XII Director 
Dr. Aristides Tan who presented a comprehensive 
report on the COVID-19 pandemic response including 
the ongoing National Vaccination Deployment Plan 
(NVDP).  Other attendees also include other key 
officials from the national government agencies, local 
chief executives, punong barangays, non-government 
organizations, academe, media, business sector, and 
other government employees. 

KORONADAL CITY -The Office of the Cabinet Secretariat 
(OCS) and Presidential Communications Operations Office 
(PCOO) in collaboration with the provincial government 
of South Cotabato headed by Governor Reynaldo S. 
Tamayo Jr., and different national government agencies 
spearheaded a Regional Pre-State of the Nation Address 
(SONA) series at the South Cotabato Gym and Cultural 
Center this city.

FEATUREby Hydee S. Templonuevo  
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 by: Krez James G. Cabaylo

We always believe that education brings a better future. This is why parents 
work hard to provide for their children to be educated. But sometimes no 
matter what they do, it is not enough.

This is where the government comes in.
True to his words of bringing “Tama kag 

Maayo” nga serbisyo, Governor Reynaldo S. 
Tamayo Jr., implemented the Free Education 
Program from pre-school up to postgraduate 
studies  in response to the dire needs of the 
constituents to provide quality education 
to the youth especially those coming from 
indigent families.

Governor Tamayo dreamt that each 
family can produce a college graduate or a 
professional who can gainfully provide for 
their family to escape from poverty.

This early, it is slowly gaining ground in 
the province.

For basic education, the drop-out rate for 
public elementary and secondary schools in 
South Cotabato has significantly decreased 
with the implementation of the “No Collection 
Policy”.

Giving priority to education, the provincial 
government of South Cotabato has allocated 
a total of Php139 million this year for the 

implementation of its education support 
programs.

This comprises the provision of Php44 
million for the Special Education Fund (SEF) 
which is mandatory financial support to basic 
education coming from the collection from 
real property taxes.

 From the General Fund, another Php65 
million was allocated which include Php34.7 
million for cash assistance to 517 public 
schools.

Php30 million for the salaries and wages 
of teachers, utility workers, and security 
guards.

For this school year 2020-2021, a total 
of three hundred fifty-four (354) Provincial 
School Board-paid teachers, and four 
hundred fourteen (414) school-based security 
and utility personnel were hired.

Earlier, a Contract Signing was held 
covering the period of January to June 2021.

Php11 million was also allocated on 
school requests for construction materials, 
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sports equipment, and musical 
instruments.

These initiatives aimed to ensure 
that the needs of public schools are 
covered and no additional payments will 
be collected from learners through the 
Parents-Teachers Associations (PTAs).

“Umpisa sang aton pagpungko, 
ginlibre na naton ang edukasyon sa 
elementary kag high school sa probinsiya 
sang South Cotabato, kag ina ang aton 
ginpatuman kutob sa subong.” Tamayo 
said during his state of the province 
address held at South Cotabato Gym and 
Cultural Center, Koronadal City.

With the support of the Sangguniang 
Panlalawigan, the Expanded Program on 
the Kabugwason Paglaum Scholarship 
Program-Grant in Aid (KPSP-GIA) was 
provided with an allocation of  Php23 
million this year,  intended for the 395 
grant-in-aid beneficiaries, and 323 regular 
college scholars.

This is to help the students who were 
not included in the national government 
scholarship programs, especially the 
Unified Financial Assistance System for 
Tertiary Education Act or UniFAST and 
the “Tulong Dunong” implemented by the 
Commission on Higher Education.

An additional Php10 million was also 
provided with the expansion of the program 
which gives increased assistance from 
Php5,000 per grantee to Php10,000 for grant-
in-aid.

For the post-graduate studies,  the 
program has provided assistance to fourteen 
(14) law students and fifteen (15) others 
taking up medicine.

The “Tamayo Foundation” also provides 
scholarships for those students who are 
enrolled in the South East Asian Institute of 
Technology, Inc. (SEAIT) to ensure that no 
students in the province will be left behind in 
this program.

 “Magapadayun ang ini nga mga 
programa kag ginapaningkamotan 
pagid naton nga mangin totally free 
nagid pag-abot sa tuig 2022-
2023.” Governor Tamayo said,

Education is an 
investment with delayed 
gratification but the 
rewards can be reaped 
in the future and 
the perfect time to 
invest in our youth 
is Now.
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by Clarisse Mae Retirado-Jimenez  

The Provincial Government of South Cotabato is conducting a community 
immersion dubbed as the South Cotabato “Convergence Program”. This program 
is a poverty alleviation initiative that focuses on the multi-dimensionality of 
poverty to conduct interventions and provide service-resource sharing of public 
and private entities. This is to assist underprivileged communities to be self-
sustaining and self-sufficient; and eventually extinguishing poverty one barangay 
at a time.

In addition, the program also aims to 
reinvigorate the community by the provision 
of access to basic public services such 
as medical, education, public safety, the 
conduct of training and seminars, and 
provision of livelihood. Along with the private 
partners of the Provincial Government of 
South Cotabato, the program ensures the 
attainment of equitable growth and social 
equity of all communities through the 
coordinative effort of both the public and 
private entities in battling poverty in the 
province.

The convergence program for poverty 
reduction was established last November 
2017, but Governor Reynaldo S. Tamayo, 
Jr. said that in his administration, he will 
emphasize a grassroots approach to 
every program and that every voice of 
the community will be heard.

 As a response to 
this program, 

the province created a team to immerse into the 
community and it is composed of seven (7) people; 
Maria Ana Uy as the team leader, Cris Pingkunn 
Fuentes as the project development assistant, and 
the other members including Engr. Montazer Latip, 
Alfredo Galino Jr., Romeo Evangelio, Lebert Malik 
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Ulo and Efren Francisco.
These people are called passionate public servants. They 

are not going through an easy time because it requires a lot of 
physical and emotional challenges just to cater to the needs of 
geographically isolated and disadvantaged communities. They have 
to prepare themselves and their in every well-being community 
immersion because they might need to walk for several kilometers 
under whatever weather, terrain, and circumstances it would take. 
They might need to spend a night or two in the area working their 
way with what they can in an unconventional set up and they can be 
faced with a lot of unforeseen situations along the way.

The emotional aspect is also a challenge. Hearing the woes 
and pleas of the people they are dealing with is not that laidback. 
They need to put on a mask just to console every people who are 
in need. Though at some point it may be simple as it seem, yet very 
inaccessible to them like a water system.

Even though it is difficult, the team does not give up on delivering 
the service to those in greater need because they believe that what 
they are doing is not just a job but it is a passion. A passion that 
drives them to wholeheartedly carry out services and see through 
the needs of people. It is one driving force that gives them strength 
and fuels them to overcome adversities and challenges that comes 
with the work they do. It is one of the reasons that they can embrace 
and understand the needs of the communities and liaise with the 
programs and services that the Provincial Government can offer and 
address.

Maria Ana Uy, the team leader once said, “Helping other people 
through the convergence program of the Provincial Government 
means giving back to the community. We hope that every community 
and its people can be assisted and that their simple needs can be 
addressed. Hope that amidst the adversities in life the community 
people can look forward to us to help and reach out in whatever 
possible way we can and to provide resources that they desperately 
need within the capacity of the program/office. Igniting in each 
community the sense of “bayanihan” spirit, which in small collective 
ways we can help alleviate each other. It means that we allow each 
individual in the community to take part and to take in. Helping 
does not mean just responding and assisting. It also means giving 
the people the realization that they can do it on their own with our 
guidance and knowledge.

“Helping communities means empowering every individual to 
look forward to the better at the same time empowering ourselves 
that we can make a difference in the lives of others in the simplest 
way of reaching out to them and reaching their communities,” Uy 
added.

This team is giving inspiration to the community that there is still 
hope, for a reason that they found somebody to help them. And as a 
public servant, they want people especially the beneficiaries to see 
them as their friend, family, a mentor who understands their plight 
and listen to their stories of poverty and their dreams without judging 
them.
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Some were forsaken by their loved 
ones since they were in jail because 

of drugs.  It is shameful in the face of a 
judgmental society.

Added to that is the stigma of being 
considered as a “Person Who Uses Drugs” or  
(PWUD) is humiliating that people cannot forget 
one’s past despite having been reformed.

How about the many challenges on 
decongestion, food, hygiene, and safety to state 
a few?

 Life inside the prison cell is not only painful, 
it is a true test of mental strength.

But while many turned their backs against 
them, here is the government that will embrace 
these reformists unconditionally.

Under the leadership of Governor Reynaldo 
S. Tamayo Jr., the South Cotabato Balay 
Silangan Reformatory Center was established a 
few months after he assumed office as the new 
governor of the province. The preparation took 
only two months, that on September 28, 2019, 
the facility was inaugurated in its location at 
Purok 3-A, Poblacion, Tupi.

The project was made possible through 
a Memorandum of Agreement signed in 
partnership with other agencies to include 
PDEA XII, Local Government of Tupi, and the 
Department of Social Welfare and Development 
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by Hydee S. Templonuevo  

psychological and spiritual intervention, education 
health and livelihood. 

All these for FREE.
The center provides reform to the negative 

attitude and behaviors of drug personalities for 
them to be able to become productive, law-abiding 
citizens and acceptable to society.

Under the leadership of the then Center 
Manager Jonathan Jovero, the facility has fulfilled its 
objectives of providing a free decent and conducive 
reformatory facility for drug personalities; conduct 
various counseling and support sessions for clients 
to gain recovery and relapse prevention skills, and 
conduct sessions to families in support to clients’ 
recovery.

Inside the facility, the reformists had to undergo 
general interventions. This will run on several 
phases before they will achieve completion. In the 
initial phase, clients will go through reformatory 
program activities such as conjoint sessions with 
client and family, Education and Health Education, 
Knowledge on illegal drugs and their ill effects.

There are also Psychological, Spiritual, and 
Physical Activities; and   Early Recovery Sessions.

Office XII.
The “Balay Silangan” offers holistic 

reformatory rehabilitation services 
to recovering drug dependents 
by providing various programs on 
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The succeeding phases will dwell on 
intensive lectures on Relapse Prevention 
Program.

Presently, under the management of Ms. Genelene 
Vidanes, RSW as the new Center Manager, the center has 
slowly fulfilled its final phase of intervention by providing 
livelihood and skills training with skills matching based on 
capacity and job opportunities of each client.

With the funding support from the Provincial Anti-Drug 
Abuse Council, an initial Php500k coming from the 2020 
funds was allocated for the livelihood program dubbed 
as Alalay Sa Negosyo, Ginhawa at Trabaho or ANGAT 
program.

Early this year, 19 beneficiaries from the Batang 
Silangan (BatSi) Batch 1 were qualified as recipients of a 
Php10,000 capital seed fund. 

This year, it increased to Php2 million with the aim to 
provide a livelihood to more deserving clients.

At present, more than a hundred clients from the three 
batches have graduated from the program.

The latest completion ceremony was on May 14, 
2021, wherein a total of 30 completers comprise of the 

3rd Batch or Batang Silangan (Batsi III) who 
has completed their In-House Reformatory 
Program for six months.

Prior to their completion, the center has 
provided training on Beauty Care for women 
and Welding for men. This is to equip them 
with knowledge and skills in preparation for 
possible employment opportunities after 
their return to society.

For further improvement of the facility, the 
management has started the construction 
of the makeshift kitchen that will serve as 
the venue for training on bread and pastry, 
commercial cooking, and the like.  Plans 
to put up a welding shop where clients can 
execute their prowess while on training is 
also underway.

With the province’s mission of promoting 
participatory, transparent, and accountable 
governance, it sees to it the even those who 
were once left in the dark are given second 
chances, even these drug offenders. With 
all the reforms and rehabilitation initiatives 
given to these clients, at least they have 
seen the rays of hope as they traverse 
the path towards full recovery in the arms 
of their families and society.     The center 
awaits the coming of the new clients that will 
comprise Batch.
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In between sobs, she tries to cleanse my feet of all the dirt and 
grime using the wooden pile, while her Competency Assessor Mr. 
Rodolfo Josue looks on.

“Good job, Melba,” he said,
A 46 years old mother of 11 children, she was taking her 

practical training for Beauty Care Services under the Technical 
Education and Skills Development Authority (TESDA).

Since November last year, Melba was one of the reformed drug 
offenders sent to the “Balay Silangan” Reformatory Center after she 
availed of a plea  bargaining agreement for her case against illegal 
drugs.

 “Budlay gid ang mapriso mam.”  She said, while she adds the 
water with few drops of essential oil, and soak my feet for a few 
minutes.

Patting my feet with a soft dry towel, she beams with pride as 
she mentioned her youngest daughter.

“Try to see her on Tiktok.”  She said, as we both laugh.
“She’s a beauty just like you,” I said,
She gladly nodded in approval and smiled.
Her daughter, now a 17-year-old young lady is in Luzon with 

her second husband.
Her youngest son was 7 years old when she was arrested at 

their house at Bo. 6 in Koronadal City. Now, he is already 11 years 
old and a Grade 5 pupil, still in the custody of his father.

“They never paid me a visit after then.” Her face went sad 
again,

She never bothers about her other children in her first marriage 
since they were of age now and have their own families.

She only thinks about her two young children who were far away 
from her.

After she will graduate from the reformatory center, she plans to 
live with her younger sister in one of the barangays in the city.

“I will not go home to my original house since, I do not want to 
remember my dark past there.” She said,

In one fateful day, her house was raided by police authorities and a 
sachet of illegal drugs was seen in her possession. 

She was with friends whom she considered a bad influence.
“I regret being with them.” She said,
While inside the reformatory center, she, together with 31 others 

went through counseling sessions and livelihood training to help them 
become more productive and law-abiding citizens in preparation for 
their reintegration into the community.

With the skills she acquired from the training, she plans to put up a 
beauty parlor after she finished her stay at the Balay Silangan.

“If I can save more money, I plan to visit my children in 
Pangasinan.” She said, full of high hopes of being reunited with her 
family.

That was our first encounter during the Beauty Care Training 
conducted by TESDA.

A few months after, Melba can be seen so excited as she prepared 
for their completion ceremony. At long last, she can finally go home and 
be with her family after her six months stay at the center.

Checking on our previous conversation, all her desires remain.  
She is so determined with all of her plans and dreams.

 “I can’t wait to be with my family.” She said while packing all her 
things including her completion certificate, the proof of her freedom.

Her tears roll smoothly on her cheeks as she was longing for her two teenage 
children whom she never met and seen after four years of detention at the 
provincial jail.

FEATURE
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The Province of South Cotabato is one of the local government units in the 
country that has onboarded the Electronic Freedom of Information Portal (eFOI 
Portal) through www.foi.gov.ph.  This means constituents can request information, 
data, and records easily at the tip of their fingers.

This was made possible after the 
Sangguniang Panlalawigan has passed 
Provincial Ordinance No. 06, Series of 

2020, known as the Freedom of Information 
Ordinance of the provincial government of  
South Cotabato which was authored by Hon. 
Hilario G. de Pedro VI and Hon. Ma. Ester 
Marin-Catorce, and co-authored by Hon. 
Vicente R. De Jesus Hon. Jinky P. Avance 
Hon. Dardanilo N. Dar Hon. Noel J. Escobillo 
Hon. Antonio B. Fungan Hon. Glezel D. 
Mariano-Trabado, Hon. Alyssa Marie L. Fale, 
Hon. Rolando D. Malabuyoc, Hon. Ellen Grace 
N. Subere-Albios.

The FOI ordinance is among the 

prime milestones of the Open Information 
commitment under the SC-OGP Action Plan.

Open Information is one of the 5 
commitments being implemented under the 
Open Government Partnerships which aims 
to Increase Inclusivity in Public Access to 
Government Information.

Aside from Open Information, Other 
commitments also include Open Contracting, 
Open Legislation, and Open Monitoring and 
Evaluation.

To date, the regular session of the August 
Body can be viewed on live stream via its 
official Facebook page, the Sangguniang 
Panlalawigan of  South Cotabato.

by Hydee S. Templonuevo  



 Chief of Hospital Dr. Conrado Braña said they are 
finalizing all the necessary prerequisites for the opening 
of the center at the soonest possible time, which includes 
the License to Operate from the Department of Health.

“The long wait is over, soon our constituents can 
finally avail free dialysis services at the provincial 
hospital,” he said,

The Php10 million worth of facilities include the 
following:

1. 10 units Dialysis machine
2. 1-unit Central Treatment and Distribution
3. 1-Unit Reprocessing machine
4. 1 Unit Sodium Bicarbonate Mixer
5. 1 Unit Dialyzer Rack
6. 10-Units Dialysis Chair
7. 10 Units: Automatic Voltage Regulator
8. 1 Unit Digital Wheel Chair Weighing Scale
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True to the promise of 
Governor Reynaldo S. 

Tamayo Jr. of bringing 
free hospitalization 

services to the province, 
the soon to operate 

South Cotabato Provincial 
Hospital Dialysis Center 

is nearing completion 
with the procurement of 
the Php10 million worth 

of Hemodialysis machine 
complete with water system 

facilities, and Set-up 
Accessories.

FEATURE

by Hydee S. Templonuevo  
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Braña however clarified that not all can avail 
of the facility since the capacity is still limited. 

“We plan to expand to accommodate more 
patients depending on our allocated budget 
soon.” He said,

Out of the ten (10) units of the dialysis 
machine, Braña disclosed that for the first phase 
of the operation, at least seven (7) machines can 
be used.

“Sooner we can to add four (4) more dialysis 
machines based on the design capacity of the 
building.” He said,

Mark Lapidez, RN, designated to monitor 
public hospitals reiterated that the center is an 
addition to the list of services to be availed by 
constituents especially the indigents at the SCPH.

“It’s finally here and we should be happy 
that almost all of the promised health services of 
Governor Tamayo is slowly gaining ground,” he 
said,

 The facility is situated at the newly renovated 
building worth Php5 million inside the SCPH. 
All the manpower complement has been put 
in-placed including the mechanics on the 
prioritization of beneficiaries.

The center is expected to operate in July.
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by: Jeanly S. Parreno

Gary,  47 years old, farmer; father of 
two children is an industrious, loving 

husband to Wilma for 29 years.  He sees to 
it that he can provide for the needs of his 
family. He dreams of a bright future for his 
two children and his wife.

FEATURE
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In May 2019, an unforgettable turn of events in the life 
of Gary came when he met a vehicular accident.  The right 
lower limb of his leg was damaged. He was advised by the 
attending physician that the said leg must be amputated.  
He was devastated.

Wilma was in deep pain when she knew the real 
situation of the husband.

What will be their life after the accident of Gary?  She 
has no work!  Who will provide food for her children, and 
other needs of the family?   How will Gary feel if he could 
no longer walk?  Farming is their only source of income.

“And I am just a plain housewife,” Wilma said tearfully.
Several weeks when Gary was discharged from 

the hospital, it was like a nightmare to the family. They 
were used to see Gary as a normal, happy man and an 
endearing husband.

The sadness was felt in their home.  Everyone in the 
household could no longer hear Gary’s laughter.  

Many things have changed. From a bubbly man who 
helped his wife with the household chores and on the 
farm, he could no longer do so. Who would now till the  ¼ 
hectare farm entrusted to them as tenant by their relative 
for several years? Life indeed is so unpredictable.

What happened to Gary made his life miserable. He 
could not move his leg.

He has sleepless nights, felt hopeless, and emotionally 
down.  His situation is making a tool on his mental health. 
He even attempted to end his life by committing suicide.

But Wilma and his children are supportive.  Gary felt 
the love and care from his family that he realized ending 
his precious life is not the solution to his disability.

He finds inspiration from the wisdom coming from his 
painful ordeal that life must go on and tomorrow will be 
better. 

The family seeks help from their local government unit 
and he was referred to the Provincial Government of South 
Cotabato.

Ms. Nefe Gumboc, staff from the Persons with Disability 
Affairs Office (PDAO) of the province assisted him on how 
to avail of the prostheses in his right leg.

In December 2020, Gary had his prosthesis.
It was one of the happiest and memorable days of his 

life.  He will be back in his normal life, even though he had 
this artificial leg.  He can now work on the farm and surely 
can provide for the needs of their family.

Gary clearly remembered 
before he lived in isolation, 
suffered a great deal of 
stress; emotionally, financially 
and self-pity. 

Now, Gary expressed 
his unending thanks to the 
provincial government for the 
help given to him.

 “There is always hope 
after the dark”, He said in one 
of the visits of the team.

His wife who silently 
sitting from behind softly 
uttered, “God, heard our 
prayers,”

It was one of the 
happiest and 

memorable days of 
his life.  He will be 
back in his normal 

life, even though he 
had this artificial leg.  
He can now work on 

the farm and surely 
can provide for the 

needs of their family.
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