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The election fever has ended. We have exercised
our right to suffrage and we have done our
part. We congratulated those who won and
console those who lost.
The people have spoken and our leaders received
their own mandates. Our new leaders need a new start to
focus on their missions and visions for the benefit of their
constituents and areas of responsibility.
As good citizens, we should respect their positions,
powers, and authority because they are accountable to us.
It is now time to move on.
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quarterly by the Provincial Information Division
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located at the 2nd Floor, Capitol Building, Alunan
Avenue, Zone 3, Koronadal City.
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Amid the triumph and success in this political arena,
our leaders still face many challenges ahead, especially in
matters concerning our environment, our economy, and
health.
The issues and concerns on the open-pit-mining in our
province need utmost attention. The decisions our leaders
made will affect our future. Leadership is tested in times
of crisis.
And we still have Covid. It is not yet time to be
complacent. The virus is still around and we should follow
the protocols set by the health department. There is still a
need to increase our immunization rate and people should
cooperate.
Our situation may remain chaotic and many still feel
anxious about the situation.
In the next month of July, we will celebrate our Tnalak
festival and the province’s founding anniversary which we
observe annually.
This year’s celebration with the theme “Weaving our
Dream into Reality,” is a highly anticipated event that
brings every South Cotabateno from all walks of life, to
gather and celebrate all the bounties it has achieved.
Just like in the past years, it was festive, colorful, and
vibrant.
Looking forward to those days when everything will be
back to normalcy.
Still, Magsinadya kita!
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OPAG turns over Php1.8 million worth of farm equipment
to beneficiaries
by Hydee s. Templonuevo

The Office of the Provincial Agriculturist
recently turns over Php1.8 million worth of
farm equipment to farmer irrigators and local
government units.
The equipment composed of five
Walk Behind Transplanters complete with
accessories worth Php367,500 each came
from the Department of Agriculture Regional
Field Office XII through the efforts of the
OPAG.
During the turn-over ceremony held at
the Provincial Nursery and Demonstration
Farm at Brgy. Reyes, Banga, the beneficiaries
received said equipment from Provincial
Agriculturist Raul D. Teves, DVM, Engr.
Joan M. Batobalani, and personnel from
the Agricultural Research and Support
Services Division. They are the following:
(1) Buenavista Allah River Irrigators
Association Inc., (2) MLGU Surallah, (3)

Beneficiaries received from the OPAG various farm equipment at the Demo Farm.
LIBSUR Irrigators Association, (4) Naci Small
Water Irrigation System Association Inc., (5)
TAGDUM Irrigators Association Inc.
Said recipients were given orientation
on how to operate said equipment. They also
expressed their gratitude to the DA and the

OPAG for the assistance extended to them
as these equipment are of big help to their
farming activities to boost production and
lessen their expenses. They also expressed
their commitment to take good care of the
said equipment.

PVET confirms 90-day clearing to
affected ASF communities
by Annaliz v. cabrido

PEMO
Chief
Siegfred
Flaviano

PAMB recommends P1.5M
penalty to two violations
inside the protected area of
South Cotabato
by Annaliz v. cabrido

Koronadal City–The Protected Area Management
Board of South Cotabato recommended for a P1.5M penalty
due to violations committed in the areas inside the protected
areas in the province.
Siegfred Flaviano, Provincial Environment Management
Officer, reported that there are on-going hearing of these
violations.
Flaviano, who is one of the members of PAMB, said
the violations are identified in resorts established inside the
protected areas.
“They are making appeals, but PAMB is recommending
fines for these violations because it is very clear that there
are violations,” he pointed out.
In South Cotabato, at least 15,600.00 hectares are
inside the Mt. Matutum protected landscape. Mt. Matutum
is one of the established protected landscapes in the
Philippines since 1995.
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Koronadal City—The
Provincial Veterinary Office of
South Cotabato performed a 90day clearing to eight barangays
in the town of Banga because of
confirmed case of African Swine
Fever (ASF) last March as a
preventive measure to contain the
spread of the virus.
Dr. Flora Bigot, Provincial
Ve t e r i n a r y O ff i c e r, s a i d t h e
backyard hogs in Banga could
not be transported outside of the
municipality during the clearing
operations.
“We will put a sentinel pig to
ensure that the presence of ASF

virus is no longer in the area,”
Bigot said during the Kapihan sa
Kapitolyo.
The sentinel protocol, a
science-based approach, ascertains
if a virus or disease is still present
in an area.
South Cotabato is undertaking
a more extensive implementation of
the protocol as it hopes to maintain
a “green zone ASF status,” Bigot
said.
This approach will be performed
after the 40-day clearing in the area
where the positive case of ASF was
detected.
However, the first 30-day
undergoes
a thorough
cleaning and
disinfection.
As par t of
the protocol,
when the sentinel
pig will no longer
experience
symptoms of
A S F, a ff e c t e d
communities are
expected to be
“released from
quarantine,”
Bigot added.
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SouthCot receives awards during the
LEGACY Recognition ceremony
by Hydee s. Templonuevo

Koronadal City – The province of
South Cotabato receives two awards during
THE LEGACY Recognition Ceremony of the
Joint RTF-ELCAC in XII held at The Farm,
Carpenter Hill, this city.
South Cotabato Provincial Administrator
Atty. Renette Bergado and PPDO’s
Community Affairs Officer IV Ma. Ana Uy
receives the Plaque of Appreciation and
Certificate of Commendation on behalf of the
Provincial Government of South Cotabato
under the administration of Gov. Reynaldo
S. Tamayo Jr.
No less than TESDA Secretary Isidro
S. Lapeña, Chairperson of JRTF-ELCAC
XII and Cabinet Officer for Regional
Development and Security (CORDS)
for SOCCSKSARGEN handed over the
awards during the Recognition
Ceremony of different agencies
in their efforts to End the Local
Communist Armed Conflict in
Region 12.
Regional executives on

the other hand also give appreciation and
recognition to Secretary Lapena as the Cabinet
Officer for Regional Development Services
(CORDS) of JRTF-ELCAC XII.”Thank you for
all of your efforts in supporting the ELCAC.”
He said,
The implementation of E.O. 70 pursues to
institutionalize the whole-of-nation approach
for collective participation and action in
harmonizing government development efforts
and services to support, facilitate and pursue
the country’s peace agenda.
With the convergence efforts of the
government coming from the local and national
agencies, local communities can feel the
presence of the government through the
implementation of various programs and
projects, to improve their economic status.

9 Lake Sebu tourist attractions
among 1st Qtr Top 15 tourist sites
by fruto c. sumagaysay jr.

Paralejas
family
from
Cabuyao,
Laguna
savor the
refreshing
ambience
of Lake
Sebu
during
their
vacation
in South
Cotabato.

PMA’s Bagsik-Diwa
Class of 2022 named
female cadet from
South Cotabato as
class Valedictorian
by Hydee s. Templonuevo

Provincial Administrator Atty.
Renette Bergado and Convergence
Head Maria Ana Uy, received from
TESDA Secretary Isidro Lapeña
two awards during the LEGACY
Recognition Ceremony at The Farm
@ Carpenter Hill in Koronadal City

Lake Sebu, South Cotabato’s prime
eco-cultural destination and summer capital,
conquered the majority of tourist attractions
among the province’ 11 LGUs visited by

CDT 1CL Krystlenn Ivany Quemado

domestic and foreign tourists for the first
quarter of 2022, the Arts, Culture, Tourism
and Museum (ACTM) Unit reported.
Nine (9) of Lake Sebu’s tourist
attractions landed in the Top 15 Most
Visited Sites and they were Garden By
The Lake, Seven Falls, Camp Lake View,
Dreamweavers Hill, Dolores Lake Resort,
Sunrise Garden Lake Resort, Our Lady of
Divine Mercy Shrine, and Emilio’s Kawa and
Flower Garden.
SG Farm (short for Strawberry &
Guyabano) located in Tupi that operated
only during the pandemic outbreak made
it to the top 15 together with Magsangyaw
Peak.
Likewise, Mambukal Hot Sulfur Resort
in the City of Koronadal, the province’s
capital and SOCCSKSARGEN Regional
Center landed in the top 15 .
Meanwhile, Necita’s Lagoon and Nocil
Resort in Norala town, the rice granary of the
province, made it to the Magic 15.
ACTM reported 443,601 domestic
and foreign visitors (classified as sane day
vistors and guest nights) in South Cotabato
for the first quarter of 2022.

CDT 1CL Krystlenn Ivany
Quemado, a 22-year-old young lass
from Koronadal City was named Rank
1 and Valedictorian of the Philippine
Military Academy (PMA) BAGSIKDIWA (Bagong Sibol sa Kinabukasan
Mandirigma Hanggang Wakas) Class
of 2022 during the Presentation of
the top performing cadets held earlier
today during the Kapihan sa PMA 2022.
Quemado as the class valedictorian
will lead the 214 strong cadets on its
graduation day on May 15, 2022.
The Bagsk-Diwa class of 2022
was composed of 165 males and 49
females. Out of this total number, 104
will be assigned to the Philippine
Army, 57 to the Philippine Navy, and
53 to the Philippine Air Force. The
ceremony will be graced by no less
than President Rodrigo Duterte.
Quemado hails from Koronadal
City South Cotabato and graduated
with High Honors at the Notre Dame
of Marbel University-Integrated
Basic Education (NDMU-IBED). She
is a student leader during her student
days before her cadetship. Her father
is a soldier and her mother is a teacher
Aside from being the class
valedictorian, she is will also
receive the following awards: Cum
L a u d e , P r e s i d e n t i a l s a b e r, F O I C
S a b e r, J u s m a g a w a r d , S p a n i s h
award,Agfo award,Academic group
award,Humanities plaque,Management
plaque,Social sciences plaque,Dept
of leadership plaque, and Navy
professional award.
Quemado is the first PMA graduate
from Koronadal City and the entire
South Cotabato who receives the
highest achievement in the PMA having
graduated as the top of her class.
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ACTM reports more than 400K 1st Qtr Visitor Arrival
by fruto c. sumagaysay jr.
S outh C otabato’s
visitor arrival for the first quarter
of 2022 reached 443,601, with
Lake Sebu, the eco-cultural
and summer tourist destination
of the province still topping the
statistics registering 213,079
domestic and foreign visitors,
consisting of same day visitors or
“excursionists”and guest nights,
the Arts, Culture, Tourism and
Museum (ACTM) Unit reported.
Lake Sebu’s attractions
include their famous dine-in lake
cruise, homegrown tilapia dishes,
Seven Falls, zipline dubbed
as Southeast Asia’s tallest and
longest, the gigantic Our Lady of
Divine Mercy Shrine, Lang Dulay
Weaving Center, among others.

It also offers trekking, camping
and other nature trip activities
among enthusiasts, para-gliding
experience and immersion in
Tboli IP village showcasing their
culture, arts and crafts such as
tnalak cloth, beadworks and
brasscasting.
Placing second in visitor
arrival is Tupi with 52,369, followed
by Norala – 48,432, Surallah –
48,218, Banga – 34,137,    Tboli
– 11,393, Tampakan – 3,236,
Ta n t a n g a n – 1 , 6 8 2 a n d
Polomolok – 616.        
The City of Koronadal, the
province’s lone component city
and capital as well as regional
center of SOCCSKSARGEN
Region posted 24,167 visitors for

Divine Mercy one of the tourist destinations in Lake Sebu.
the first quarter.
South Cotabato’s 2022 first
quarter visitor arrival made a
slight increase of 17,824 which

is equivalent to 4.2% compared
to the same period in 2021 which
registered only 425,777 visitor
arrival.

LGUs with firm stand on COVID
19 vaccination on children post
high vaccination rate
by annaliz v. cabrido

Koronadal City—Four local
government units in South Cotabato
supported the Department of Education
vaccination drive on COVID 19. These
LGUs released an executive order
mandating public and private schools to
accept vaccinated learners only.
Dr. Kashmyra Buenaflor, Medical
Officer III, said these LGUs strictly
required that vaccinated children can
participate in the face-to-face class.
“It prompts the parents to submit
their children for vaccination,” Buenaflor
said.
These LGUs are Tupi, Tantangan,
Polomolok and Suralah, the medical
officer from DepEd of South Cotabato

LGU in
South
Cotabato
supports
vaccination
among
children.

KPSGIAP opens scholarship
program until August
by hydee s. templonuevo

The KPSGIAP announces
the opening for the scholarship
program that will comprise the
Batch 18 for the degree Category
this incoming school year, 20222023.
Atty. Rhonalyn Gallego,
KPSGIAP Unit head clarified
that the application is open only
to incoming first-year college
students.
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She added that the
scholarship is inclusive to poor
but deserving students in South
Cotabato who belong to the eight
categories.
These categories include
the academic achievers who
have an annual income of
Php200,000 and below (Category
A); academic achievers whose
family income is more than
Php200k but not more than

Php300k (Category B); those
who have given the honor to
the province at the national or
international level (Category C),
Persons with Disability (Category
D), Indigenous People (Category
E), Muslim (Category F), Single
Parent (Category G), ExtraCurricular and Non-Academic
Merit (Category H).
The application will run until
August 2022.

Division confirmed.
The DepEd order states that
the face-to-face classes is in
agreement and in coordination
with the mayors in the city or
municipality where the school
participating in face-to-face
classes is located.
“I believed its is important to
continue educating the parents
on the benefits of vaccination
as well as the frequency of
presenting the side effects
because will bring them on
board in this program,” Buenaflor
explained.
She said the division of
South Cotabato never stops
advocating the importance of
vaccination to teaching and
non-teaching personnel up to
the learners.
Buenaflor pushed that the
vaccines are effective. She said
the evidence is the changes
on alert levels in the country.
Vaccination should come along
with practicing minimum health
protocol, she further said.
“We should read more and
understand more the COVID
19 vaccination. If you have any
concerns, doubts or fear ask
some knowledgeable. Hindi yung
abi ko, hambal nya, basi,” Dr.
Buenaflor added.

Para sa “Tama at Maayos na
Serbisyo” para sa lahat
NAME OF PROJECT :
		
		
LOCATION
:
		
PROJECT COST
:
STATUS
:

Upgrading of ConcepcionTampakan Boundary
Provincial Road
Barangay Concepcion,
Koronadal, South Cotabato
Php14,993,721.58
Project Completed

South Cotabato Governor Reynaldo S.
Tamayo Jr. ensures progress in all aspect of
development in the province of South Cotabato.
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200 units were procured last year from the supplemental budget fund worth
Php1.3 million for various assistive devices, which include the wheelchairs
which were being distributed during the first quarter this year.

for Differently-Abled

by Hydee s. Templonuevo

wheel chair.
“Madamo gid nga Salamat sa
inyo nga bulig sa akon. Ginuo na
lang ang magbalos sa inyo.” She
said.

this law is the giving of support to
the improvement of the total wellbeing of disabled persons and their
integration into the mainstream of
society by ensuring that rehabilitation,
self-development and self-reliance are
provided for disabled persons.

rights of these individuals for them to
be able to live freely and independently.
Hervilla disclosed that based on
their research, there were more than
11,000 persons with disabilities in
the province. Majority of these were
physically handicapped who need

Evelyn was one of the
recipients of the free wheelchair
program implemented by the
province for the persons with
disabilities.

I

due to her present condition.

Her two legs were amputated and
she could no longer walk.

“Wala gd ako nagpaabot nga nga
makadto kamo subong.” She said, full
of joy.

Despite her condition, she tries
to make her life useful to her family,
however her movements were limited

8
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One fine morning, a team from
the provincial government of South
Cotabato headed by the Persons with
Disability Unit (PDAU) visited her home
at Purok 2, Barangay Talcon in the
municipality of Tboli bringing one unit of
folding wheelchair.

PDAU Head Brian Hervilla together
with his staff, turned-over to Evelyn the

Some of the provisions under

For this year, the province has
allocated a budget of Php1.5 million for
under the Barangay Development Fund
from the Office of the Governor for
the purchase of 300 units of assistive
devices, while another Php1.3 million
for the supplemental budget int eh
second semester under the PDAU will
provide more of these facilities for the
beneficiaries.

Aside from wheel chairs, the
province also distributes free
crutches and hearing devices to the
beneficiaries.

Through the National Council
on Disability Affairs (NCDA)
which is tasked to monitor the
implementation of laws which
will ensure the protection of PWDs’
civil and political rights towards the
attainment of Full Participation and
Equality of Rights and Opportunities for
Persons.
One of these is the Republic Act
No 7277 (Magna Carta for Disabled
Persons) or “An act providing for
the rehabilitation and self-reliance of
disabled persons and their integration
into the mainstream of society and for
other purposes”, recognizes the grant
of the rights and privileges for disabled
persons.

year from the supplemental budget
fund worth Php1.3 million for various
assistive devices, which include
the wheelchairs which were being
distributed during the first quarter this
year.

“We still need more wheel chairs
since many still need these facilities.”
He said

“This program is to ensure
that the government is there
even for the marginalized and
vulnerable sectors. “ Hervilla said.

t was two decades ago when
Evelyn M. Cabon, a mother
with seven children lives
a normal life. She works
as a community worker in one of the
communities in her town. One day,
when she was about to go home, she
met an accident which changed her
entire life.

”

“This is to ensure that no one is left
behind especially our sector.” He said,

Said law also provides that
differently abled persons must have
the same right with any body thereby
the government, shall remove all social,
cultural, economic, environmental and
attitudinal barriers that are prejudicial to
disabled persons.
With this, all government agencies,
non-government organizations and the
community are enjoined to uphold the

assisted devices.
Early last
year, a total of
65 wheelchairs
were distributed to
the PWDs in the
province.
200 units
were procured last

To those
who want to
avail, kindly
submit the
Barangay
Certificate of
Indigency and
a whole-body
picture of the
beneficiary to
the Provincial
Disability
Affairs Unit for
validation.
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Why should we
CARE and PROTECT our
F
Wildlife in South Cotabato?
by jeanly s. parreÑo

or more than two years now when the World
Health Organization (WHO) declared the pandemic
COVID 19 sometime on March 2020 and it seemed
our life stopped. All of us, especially our government
was economically affected. What will happen to us, to
our environment? Did the pandemic really destruct our
environment or the other way around? Did our environment
heal us during the pandemic?

Kalaw

Our country, the Philippines is acknowledged as one of
the major biodiversity hotspots which a global conservation
priority area faces significant threats. It is an international
hub for illegal wildlife trafficking because of negative
practices.

South Cotabato is known in Region 12 with the best
inventory of wildlife in the whole region. Mt. Matutum
Protected Landscape (MMPL) has a total area of 13,947.0
hectares.
The Provincial Government through the Provincial
Environment Management Office Forest and Inland Waters
Division (PEMO-FID) continuously implements the plans
and programs with regard to the protection, conservation
of South Cotabato Biodiversity Corridor. We have
flagships species identified in these municipalities
wherein we have a program in partnership with
Campaign for Conservation (C4C) and USAID.
Here in South Cotabato we have treasures
identified to be proud of.
Provincial Environment Management
Officer Seigfred Flaviano stressed that their
office helped other municipalities to identify and
validate the presence of other species in their
area.
When the pandemic has stricken the whole
world, how did it affect our Biodiversity Corridor and
Allah Valley Forest Protected Landscape (AVFPL)?
What was the mitigating measures, plans and
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“We have established enforcement
of Republic Act No. 9147 to conserve
and protect wildlife resources and their
habitats, “appropriating funds therefore
and for other purposes.” This was
passed and approved on July 30,2001.

Civet cat (Milo).
In Polomolok, it Civet Cat is known to produce the best
coffee in the area and has a large population. It comes out
during night time. It eats chicken and other wild animals in
the forest.

programs of the Provincial Government
particularly the Provincial Environment
Management Office (PEMO) which has
the responsibility to the Biodiversity
Corridor and Allah Valley Forest
Protected Landscape (VFPL) with
partnership with DENR, MENRO and
LGUs of different municipalities in the
province respectively?

Tarsier
In Tupi, tarsier
or bong mal is
a fantastic tree
hugger animal
with enormous
eyes but, small
body frame.

“amo” white monkey
The Surallah Municipal Government
identified local monkeys as their flagship
animal in the area.

However, the pandemic brought
the people closer to nature and led the
“plantitas and plantitos” to the forest.
Poaching is another issue during
pandemic. On July 21, 2021 MENRO
and DENR 12 apprehended 20 heads
of “kulasisi birds for trading from
Barangay Danlag of Tampakan.”
Flaviano mentioned the
partnership of MENRO, DENR and
LGUs to deputize earth savers.

Hornbill or kalaw in
Tampakan is endemic
to the Philippines,
where it occurs in
primary, mature
secondary and
disturbed forests of
Tampakan

How will the flora and fauna survived? The impact was
so great to everyone’s lives especially our wildlife. Habitat
destruction , poaching and illegal trade to mention a few.
These are threats to our biodiversity .

2020 had a great impact and even
helped the fauna and flora in South
Cotabato. The limited movement of
people due to several lockdowns
created a time for the forests, trees,
hills and valleys to heal. On the other
hand, the pandemic is also a “beautiful
destruction.”

He added that he ensures
the natural revegetation. PEMO
conducted semester monitoring of
biodiversity. The provincial team
implemented various biodiversity
strategies. The wildlife restitution
center and the reforestation initiatives
in Tampakan is the result of formulation
and the financial plan , action plan
formulation and financial plan of South
Cotabato.
Flaviano said the pandemic in

Moreover, in South Cotabato, the
Biodiversity Corridor in Mt. Matutum
Protected Landscape and the Allah
Valley Protected Landscape. Mount
Matutum Corridor covers areas of
Barangay Lampitak, Lambayong ,
Maltana and Kipalbig in the Municpality
of Tampakan Barangays of Cebuano,
Linan, Acmonan, Poblacion, Kablon
and Miason in the Municipality of Tupi;
and Barangays of Maligo, Palkan,
Kinilis and Landan of Polomolok.
Under Presidential Decree No. 293,
Mt. Matutum was declared as Forest
Reserve. Allah Vallley Landscape
was declared on September 24, 1985
as a Watershed Forest Reserve based
on PD No.2455.
The uncertainties this pandemic
are inevitable but, the Provincial
Environment Management Office-FID
(PEMO-FID) did not stop to implement
the programs and activities to protect
and conserve the South Cotabato
biodiversity.
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The Local Heritage of

Pottery Making

by annaliz v. cabrido

in South
Cotabato
in South
Cotabato
joaquin galvan
of collecting clay found in
naturally exposed earth such
as in gullies, rivers, and
streams of Tantangan.

T

he quaint
little town
of Tantangan in the
northeastern part of
South Cotabato is
locked by the Roxas
mountain ranges,
keeping the clay,
a precious mineral
hidden beneath its hills and valleys.
The traditional pottery making in
Tantangan is a famous livelihood only
known among the people of this place.
A tradition that continues to shape their
local heritage.
Meet the people seeking to
continue and upgrade the legacy of
pottery making in South Cotabato.
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Pottery making in Tantangan is
one of the most essential attributes
of heritage and the formation
of one’s identity. Galvan thinks
back to what Fidel and the other
potters in Tantangan said about
the importance of being the pottery
capital of the south: “Let us treasure
our pottery heritage. This is us and
should always be known for. This is
legacy.”

nlike the clay found in
nearby Digos City, in the
Davao Region, Tantangan
is proud to own a first-grade type.
Municipal Tourism Officer Joaquin
Galvan says the clay in Tantangan
needed not to mix with sand to mold
and make earthenware.
“That is how valuable our clay is
in Tantangan,” Galvan stresses out,
claiming that Tantangan is the real
pottery capital.
They use the traditional method

A huge amount of clay is
found in Barangay Tinongcop
where pottery manufacturers
are basically located. There
are 25 pottery makers based
in barangays San Felipe,
Tinongcop,
and Libas.
Each pottery
producers
have at least
5 laborers whose
members are a family
of potters who has
passed on the skills to
the next generation.

scene, it’s a buzzing, fun place to be
with.
He insists to pass local legislation
to confer Tantangan’s branding as the
Pottery Capital in the south. Galvan
says that the increasing number
of residential areas in Tantangan
decreases the source of clay as more
hills and valleys are converted into
housing areas.

At least 50 pot
sellers display their
jars, pots, bricks and
even made-of-clay
garden accessories
line up in the roads of
Tantangan. And with
new concepts popping
up and a thriving art
THE
THE INFORMANT
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Fedil Alfonga
will not think of another strategy, I might lose it,” he
confesses.
Since his two children are into painting, it is his big
come-on to upgrade the simple clay pot.
However, the recent municipal ordinance gets his
way and the other local potters in Tantangan. The town
ordered the use of pugon in cooking earthenware as a
substitute for the open-fire method.
“I will shell out P70,000 to build a pugon,” Fidel
worries.
Meanwhile, a study conducted by local tourism
reveals that cooking earthenware in brick-oven could

T

he Alfonga Lecture Shop
feels all alone along the
roadside of the GenSan
National Highway in
Barangay New Iloilo, Tantangan on
a Wednesday. Fidel Alfonga’s two
children are busy doing artsy works for
the shop. Glazed pots in matte gold,
purple, and orange are everywhere.
Painted jars and other art canvases
adorn the open-air shop. The palayan
nearby is quite incredible to start
painting clay pots.
An amiable Fidel greets the
Informant in his shop. The shop is
owned by a local businessman who let
him rent it for free.
“I am in the pottery making for 22
years. Nobody teaches me to spin the
wheel and mold the clay and turn it
into something pretty. I studied it while
observing others,” he says. Raised
in Tantangan, the 42-year-old Fidel
confesses that he is not into drawing
and painting but, he does sculpture.
Though, his two children’s talents are
inclined toward painting.
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With P2000 that
was given to him by
former Tantangan
Mayor Ben Figueroa,
he takes the risk to
start his business.
The budget gets
him a potter’s wheel
and a wooden dryer.
Business is good
until the market
becomes messy
and prices of raw
materials increased.
Fidel gets the
brush to apply mixed paint into the clay
to upgrade the value of the traditional
clay pot.
“When I attended a business
seminar, the speaker told us to make
something unique when others tend to
have the same items to sell,” he quips.
He equipped his skills by attending
workshops on mixing paints conducted
by a local paint trade.
“Pottery means a lot to me. If I

lessen
labor
costs.
“Cooking jars and pots using the
open-fire method take a little time
compared to the brick-oven method,”
he reasons out.
Despite the issues and challenges,
Fidel innovates to keep his business
but most importantly his art.
THE INFORMANT l april - june 2022
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Congratulations to all our Newly Elected Officials
T

he Provincial Board of
Canvassers in South Cotabato
has proclaimed the winners
during the recently concluded May 9,
2022 elections at the Sangguniang
Panlalawigan Session Hall.

Partido Federal ng Pilipinas (PFP)
standard-bearers led by South
Cotabato Governor Reynaldo S.
Tamayo Jr. made a landslide win in the
province after winning majority of the
positions.
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Incumbent Governor Tamayo
was once again re-elected as
Governor.

incumbent Vice-mayor Peter
Miguel as elected Representative
for the 2nd District.

His running-mate former
Governor Arthur Y. Pingoy, Jr. was
also proclaimed as Vice-Governor .

Also, former Boardmember and
Polomolok Mayor Ed Lumayag
won a seat as Representative for
the 1st District.

Two other running mates for
positions as Representatives also
won in their respective districts.
These are Koronadal City’s

Other elected officials who were
also proclaimed are the following:

Board Member, 2nd District:
Junette Ines Hurtado
Dardanilo Dar
Dr. Ervin Luntao
Miguel Matinong
Lyndale Causing
Henry Ladot
Atty. Cecile Inday Diel
Board Member, 1st District:
Nilda Almencion
Noel Escobillo
Alan Ines

THE INFORMANT l april - june 2022
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Convergence team
capacitates women’s group
in Sitio Desdeng

S

by Efren M. Francisco

alacafe, Tboli, South Cotabato- The South
Cotabato Convergence Program for Poverty
Reduction under the office of the Provincial
Planning and Development Office conducted
series of training in developing of different local products
available in Sitio Desdeng, Brgy. Salacafe, Tboli, South
Cotabato.

Community Affairs Officer IV Maria Ana Uy and team
leader of convergence team initiated the series of training
for the women’s group dubbed as Desdeng Salacafe
Women’s Association. Forty four (44) members are
present during the training and five (5) different product
was produced.
“During our site validation in the area, we observed
that a lot of local products are neglected like
tomatoes and over-ripe bananas, some of these
local products are rotten and wasted, so the
team come up an idea to make use of it as their
other source of income.”-Uy said.
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The five (5) products demonstrated was
‘Kalamang’ (kamatis and alamang), banana
fries, banana chips, ‘Bagets’ (banana nuggets)
and veggie burger.

Imelda Denial, local resident and president of the
association in the area was very grateful and amused of
the outcome of the training.
Denial said, they learned a lot from the training.

The food production is very helpful and favorable to
the community since they can utilize the excess tomatoes,
bananas and banana blossom in their place.
She added, they are very lucky that the convergence
team included them in their convergence areas.
“Damu gali sang mahimu nga palangitan-an,
sa amon lugar nga wala namun nabal-an’. Subong
makabulig na kami sa amon pamilya.” – Denial said.
Aside from the food production training, the team
also conducted financial management orientation to the
association.
Present during the series of training were, Cris
Pingkunn Fuentes, Engr. Montazer Latif, Engr. Arnold
Aba, Engr. Carl Nino Gasque, Alfredo Galino Jr., Romel
Evangelio, Novie Aban and Scherazaide Beltejar.
THE INFORMANT l april - june 2022
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Eleven K P S G I A P

scholars passed

board exams

daniel jules maglunob, lpt
BATCH 12

by Hydee s. Templonuevo

T

he Provincial Government
of South Cotabato under
the leadership of Governor
Reynaldo S. Tamayo Jr.
congratulates eleven (11) scholars of
the Kabugwason Paglaum Scholarship
and Grant-In-Aid Program (KPSGIAP)
who successfully passed their
respective Board Exams.

ENGR. MICOH LEONORA
BATCH 13

These scholars who comprise
the Batches 11, 12, and 13 are the
following:

rhea luna, RCrim.

1. Engr. Micoh Leonora (Batch 13),
2. Rhea Luna, RCrim. (Batch 12), 3.
Janel Rey Precondo, RCrim. (Batch

BATCH 12

12), 4. Rizal Jay Kiagong, Lpt. (Batch 13),
5. Richelle Rose Ricabar, Lpt. (Batch 13),
6. Kimberly Dalindigan, Lpt. (Batch 13), 7.
Glory Mae Langguyan, Lpt (Batch 10), 8.
Christine Joy Dangallo, Lpt. (Batch 11), 9.
Juvelyn Vedeja, Lpt. (Batch 11), 10. Leslie
Bracamonte, Lpt. (Batch 12), 11. Daniel
Jules Maglunob, Lpt. (Batch 12).

leslie bracamonte, lpt
BATCH 12

Atty. Rhonalyn Gallego, KPSGIAP Unit
head said that aside from the scholarship
program, the provincial government offers
scholarships to poor but deserving college
students of South Cotabato, a Grant-inAid program for ongoing college students
and post-graduate studies such as law and
medicine.

juvelyn vedeja, lpt
BATCH 11

janel rey pecondo, RCrim.
BATCH 12
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riozal jay kiagong, Lpt.
BATCH 13

glory mae langguyan, lpt
richelle rose ricabar, lpt
BATCH 13

kimberly dalindigan, lpt
BATCH 13

BATCH 10

christine joy dangallo, lpt
BATCH 11
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L

et us witness the resiliency
of every South Cotabateño as
we celebrate this year’s 56th
Foundation Anniversary and 23rd
Tnalak Festival.
With the theme “Weaving Dreams
into Reality”, let us continue to dream
that someday we will still experience
the T’nalak Festival we used to have.
Meantime, enjoy every events in
stored for everyone. Please observe
health protocols during the whole
duration of the celebration.

22 THE INFORMANT

l april
April - june
June 2022

THE INFORMANT l april - june 2022

23

f

24 THE INFORMANT

l April - June 2022

e

a

t

u

re

